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In 1995, Nebraska continued to move toward national 
prominence. Behind conference titles from Martha Jenkins 
and DeHaan, Nebraska repeated as Big Eight champions. 
At the Midwest Regional held in Lincoln, NU finished 
second, allowing the Huskers to return to nationals for the 
first time since 1990. The Huskers placed 11th at the NCAA 
Championships, and Taylor became the sixth Husker in 
school history to earn All-America honors, placing 15th on 
bars.

Kendig’s 1995 squad also earned considerable praise 
in the classroom. Nebraska was named NACGC academic 
gymnastics team champions, compiling a 3.561 team 
grade-point average, while seven Huskers were named 
to the Big Eight Academic Honor Roll, including Nicole 
Duval, who earned first-team CoSIDA Academic All-
America honors, and Taylor, who was named a second-
team CoSIDA Academic All-American.

The 1996 Huskers closed the book on the Big Eight with 
a dominating performance at the final conference meet. 
Kendig was named Big Eight Coach of the Year for the 
third straight season, and NU won its 12th and final Big 
Eight title. Individually, DeHaan and Taylor combined to 
win all four individual event titles, marking the first time 
that NU swept all four crowns at the conference meet. 
Taylor also won the all-around, while Misty Oxford was 
named Big Eight Newcomer of the Year.

After advancing to the NCAA Championships for the 
second straight season, the Huskers barely missed a bid 
to the Super Six by the slimmest of margins -- .025 of a 
point -- finishing 10th. DeHaan earned All-America honors 
on bars by finishing 11th. The 1996 squad also boasted a 
pair of first-team CoSIDA Academic All-Americans in Taylor 
and DeHaan, marking the third straight season NU had at 
least one academic All-American. Taylor, who was selected 
as the CoSIDA Academic All-American of the Year, and 
DeHaan both sported perfect 4.0 GPAs.

In 1997, Kendig’s Huskers rewrote the record book, 
setting school records on each apparatus in posting a 22-2 
regular-season mark, NU’s best record in seven years. The 
Huskers, behind seven all-conference selections, captured 
the inaugural Big 12 title, as Shelly Bartlett won the all-
around title and two event titles, while Heather Brink tied 
Bartlett for the bars crown and was selected as the Big 12 
Newcomer of the Year.

After finishing third at regionals, the Huskers recorded 
one of the most memorable moments in school history at 
the NCAA Championships in Gainesville, Fla. After missing 
the Super Six Finals the previous year, the Huskers claimed 
a berth in the team championship by hitting all 24 routines 
in the preliminary session, forcing a tie with top-ranked 
Utah. Nebraska won the tiebreaker, which was the score 
of the sixth gymnast in each event, 234.725-234.350, to 
make its first appearance in the Super Six Finals in program 
history. The Huskers finished sixth, as Bartlett, Brink, Oxford 
and DeHaan captured 10 All-America awards.

In 1998, NU posted a 14-4 regular-season mark and 
won its fifth straight league title to mark the first time in 
Big 12 history a women’s gymnastics team had won five 
titles in a row. Nebraska also paced the Big 12 in the 
classroom, as eight gymnasts earned academic All-Big 
12 honors, including seven first-team honorees. Courtney 
Brown, Laura Ohlendorf and Oxford were named NACGC 
Scholastic All-Americans.

In 1999, Nebraska enjoyed one of the most successful 
seasons in program history, going 26-10, winning the Big 
12 title and qualifying for the NCAA Championships. NU 
returned to the Super Six and finished sixth overall, as 
Brink, Oxford and Brown earned eight All-America honors. 
In addition, four gymnasts captured Scholastic All-America 
honors, while all 10 student-athletes who were eligible 
for academic all-conference honors earned first-team or 
honorable-mention accolades.

The 2000 season was a special one for Kendig and 
the Huskers, as Nebraska celebrated its program’s 
silver anniversary season with a 36-9 record, the first 
regional title since 1983 and a fourth-place finish at the 
NCAA Championships, equaling the best finish in school 
history. NU was ranked as high as third nationally, and set 
numerous team and individual school records. Individually, 
Heather Brink won the NCAA all-around and vault titles 

When Nebraska Head Coach Dan Kendig was hired in 
1993, his goals were to return the Nebraska gymnastics 
program to national prominence and to have Nebraska 
in a position to win a national title, while also maintaining 
the highest standards of academic excellence for Husker 
student-athletes.

Kendig has not only accomplished those goals, but 
made them a standard for excellence in his 23-year tenure, 
as Nebraska is considered among the nation’s elite in both 
the gym and the classroom.

In the 23 seasons of the existence of the NCAA Super 
Six Finals, Nebraska is one of only seven programs, along 
with Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, UCLA and Utah 
to qualify for 10 or more team finals, and the Huskers have 
earned NCAA Championship berths in 15 of the past 18 
years. Under Kendig, 40 NU gymnasts have combined 
to earn 142 All-America honors since 1995, more than 
15 times NU’s previous total during the program’s first 18 
seasons.

At the conference level, the results are equally as 
impressive. Nebraska has won 15 conference titles during 
Kendig’s tenure, including an unprecedented six straight 
Big Eight/Big 12 crowns from 1994 to 1999. In addition, 
Nebraska has had at least one individual conference 
champion in each of the past 20 seasons and 10 all-around 
champions, while seven gymnasts have been conference 
newcomers of the year.

Since Kendig arrived at NU, his teams have compiled an 
outstanding 545-207-4 (.721) record, including a 358-79-2 
regular-season record and a 187-128-2 postseason mark. 
He has also earned national, regional or conference coach-
of-the-year honors in 10 of the past 20 seasons.

Twelve of Nebraska’s 15 CoSIDA Academic All-America 
awards in women’s gymnastics have come under Kendig, 
while he has also guided two NCAA Woman of the Year 
finalists -- Shelly Bartlett in 1997 and Richelle Simpson in 
2005. In addition, Kendig coached Joy Taylor when she 
became the 1996 CoSIDA Academic All-American of the 
Year, as well as Simpson, who was recognized with a 2005 
NCAA Top Eight Award. Kendig has guided numerous 
other academic all-conference and NACGC/W Scholastic 
All-America honorees in his time at Nebraska.

For his accomplishments with the Husker gymnastics 
program, Kendig was honored by his peers as the NCAA 
Coach of the Year in 1999 and 2003.

ANOTHER CHAMPIONSHIPS APPEARANCE IN 2016
Kendig led Nebraska to another successful season in 

2016, which culminated with an eighth-place finish at the 
NCAA Championships. The Huskers finished the season 
with a record of 31-12, including a record of 23-4 in the 
regular season. NU appeared at the NCAA Championships 
for the 24th time in program history, and the 18th time 
under Kendig. The Huskers posted a team score of 195.775 
to finish fifth in their NCAA semifinal. Hollie Blanske earned 
three All-America honors at the national meet, including 
first-team honors on vault and second-team honors on 
floor exercise and in the all-around. Blanske ended her 
distinguished career as a six-time All-American. NU 
finished second at the Big Ten Championships in Lincoln 
with a score of 196.900, with Blanske taking the vault title 
and Grace Williams winning the beam crown. Four Huskers 
were named All-Big Ten and six Huskers earned academic 
All-Big Ten honors in 2016. Nebraska was also recognized 
by the NCAA for achieving an Academic Progress Rate 
(APR) in the top 10 percent nationally across all women’s 
gymnastics teams.

THE FIRST DECADE: SETTING A STANDARD
Kendig’s first decade at Nebraska produced its share 

of memorable moments, including nine conference titles, 
eight NCAA Championships appearances and the NACGC 
academic team title in 1995.

In his first season as head coach in 1994, Kendig led 
the Huskers to their first Big Eight title since 1990, while 
earning conference coach-of-the-year honors. Seven 
gymnasts, including Kim DeHaan, who was selected the 
Big Eight Newcomer of the Year, earned all-conference 
honors, and Nebraska’s fourth-place regional finish was its 
best in four years.

• Two-Time NCAA Coach of the Year (1999, 2003)
• Big Ten Coach of the Year (2012)
• Seven-Time Big 12 Coach of the Year 
   (1997, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2007, 2009, 2011)
• Three-Time Big Eight Coach of the Year (1994, 1995, 1996)
• Two-Time NCAA Regional Coach of the Year (2000, 2003)
• 18 NCAA Championships appearances
• 11 Super Six Finals appearances
• 142 All-Americans
• Two Big Ten Conference Team Championships
• One Big Ten Regular-Season Conference Championship
• Nine Big 12 Conference Team Championships
• Three Big Eight Conference Team Championships
• 12 CoSIDA Academic All-Americans
• 97 NACGC/W Scholastic All-Americans

HONORS & AWARDS

COACHING HISTORY
• Head Coach, Nebraska (1994-present)
• Head Coach, Cornell (1993)
• Head Coach, Indiana University of Pennsylvania (1984-92)
• Assistant Coach, Nebraska (1981-83)
• Assistant Coach, Kentucky (1978-80)

NU ALL-AMERICANS UNDER KENDIG.
• Shelly Bartlett (1997: V, UB, AA)
• Hollie Blanske (2014: BB; 2015: FX, AA; 2016: V, FX, AA)
• Heather Brink (1997: V, AA; 1998: V; 1999: V, UB, FX, AA; 
   2000: V, UB, BB, FX, AA)
• Courtney Brown (1999: V, BB, FX)
• Gina Bruce (2001: V; 2003: V)
• Stephanie Carter (2006: FX)
• Erin Davis (2011: V, FX)
• Kim DeHaan (1996: UB; 1997: UB, FX)
• Jessie DeZiel (2012: V, FX, AA; 2013: V, AA; 2014: BB, AA; 2015: V, AA)
• Bree Dority-O’Callaghan (2001: UB)
• Kristi Esposito (2004: BB, AA; 2005: BB)
• Lora Evenstad (2010: V; 2011:FX)
• Jen French (2001: BB; 2003: FX)
• Janelle Giblin (2010: UB; 2011: V, AA; 2012: V, UB)
• Brittnee Habbib (2011: BB)
• Tami Harris (2001: UB; 2002: UB; 2003: V, FX)
• Julie Houk (2000: UB; 2001: UB; 2002: UB; 2003: UB)
• Kathryn Howard (2010: UB)
• Alecia Ingram (2001: AA, UB)
• A.J. Lamb (2000: FX; 2002: V, UB, AA ; 2003: BB, FX, AA)
• Ashley Lambert (2015: FX) 
• Libby Landgraf (2002: UB; 2003: UB, FX, AA; 2004: V, UB)
• Vanessa Meloche (2006: UB)
• Kassandra Nathe (2010: UB)
• Misty Oxford (1997: V, BB, FX, 1999: FX, AA)
• Emily Parsons (2005: V, BB, FX, AA; 2006: V, FX, AA;  2007: V, FX; 2008: UB, BB)
• Amy Ringo (2000: FX)
• Jamie Saas (2004: BB)
• Jamie Schleppenbach (2011: V; 2014: BB)
• Maria Scaffidi (2011: UB)
• Richelle Simpson (2002: V, UB, BB, AA; 2003: V,  UB, BB, FX, AA)
• Brittany Skinner (2010: V; 2011: BB)
• Desiré Sniatynski (2005: UB; 2006: UB; 2007: UB; 2008: UB)
• Maddie Steinauer (2011:BB)
• Kylie Stone (2006: V; 2009: UB)
• Joy Taylor (1995: UB)
• Nicole Wilkinson (2000: BB)
• Emily Wong (2011:UB; 2012: BB, FX, AA; 2013:  V, FX, BB, AA; 2014: BB, FX, AA)
• Tricia Woo (2006: BB, FX; 2007: BB)
• Michele Zabawa (2004: V; 2005: UB; 2006: UB; 2007: V, UB)

DAN KENDIG
HEAD COACH | 24TH SEASON | KENTUCKY (1979)
TWO-TIME NCAA COACH OF THE YEAR (1999, 2003)
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and became the first Husker gymnast to win the Honda 
Award, emblematic of the nation’s top gymnast.

The Huskers reached new heights in 2001, smashing 
the school total team score record by more than three 
quarters of a point with a 197.750. NU topped the previous 
record team score seven times that year, highlighted by a 
commanding performance at the Big 12 Championships, 
where Nebraska set school records on bars (49.725) and 
team away scores (197.650).

In 2002, the Huskers finished with a 23-8 record, a fifth 
Big 12 title, a third consecutive regional title and a fifth-
place finish at the NCAA Championships. NU’s 2002 team 
excelled in the classroom as well, earning a team GPA of 
3.4015.

Kendig’s 2003 squad, arguably the strongest team 
Nebraska has ever produced, finished with a 27-4 overall 
record, a sixth Big 12 title, a fourth consecutive regional 
title and a fourth-place finish at the NCAA Championships 
at the Devaney Center. The Huskers set school team 
records on vault, floor and total scores with a stellar 
198.300 against Iowa State. Simpson captured the 
NCAA all-around and floor titles to lead a group of seven 
gymnasts who earned a total of 16 All-America honors, the 
most awards Nebraska has received in a single year.

THE NEXT CHAPTER OF SUCCESS
Kendig entered his second decade as the Husker head 

coach in 2004, and NU compiled a 15-9-1 record and a 
second-place finish at the NCAA Southeast Regional 
in Lincoln. NU traveled to its sixth consecutive NCAA 
Championships, where the Huskers finished in 10th place. 
Four gymnasts earned first- and second-team All-America 
awards at the NCAA Championships - Libby Landgraf (V, 
UB), Jamie Saas (BB), Kristi Esposito (AA, BB) and Michele 
Zabawa (V). Gina Bruce earned NU’s only perfect 10.0 
score of the season on vault against Missouri on Jan. 31.

In 2005, NU followed up with a sixth-place finish at the 
NCAA Championships, working through adversity with 
the loss of an injured Simpson in the postseason. Four 
gymnasts grabbed seven All-America awards, as Emily 
Parsons came away with first-team honors on floor and 
second-team accolades in the all-around, beam and vault. 
Esposito was a first-team honoree on beam, while Zabawa 
and Desiré Sniatynski earned second-team recognition 
on bars. Simpson, a nine-time All-American, was honored 
as the AAI Award winner, making her the first Nebraska 
gymnast to accomplish such a feat. Simpson was also 
named Nebraska’s Female Student-Athlete of the Year, 
earned a prestigious NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship and 
was honored with the NCAA Top Eight Award.

The 2006 season saw the Huskers go 26-11-1 in a 
fifth-place NCAA Championships finish. On the first day 
of national championship competition, NU finished first 
in its preliminary session for the program’s best opening 
performance since 2003. Seven Huskers took home 10 
All-America awards to close the year, with Parsons leading 
the way with first-team honors on vault, floor and the all-
around. Tricia Woo was a first-team honoree on floor and 
a second-team winner on beam, while Vanessa Meloche 
took home first-team accolades on bars. Zabawa and 
Sniatynski also earned second-team All-America status on 
bars, while Stephanie Carter and Kylie Stone were named 
to the second team on floor and vault, respectively.

Nebraska gave a strong finish to the 2007 season at 
the NCAA Championships in Salt Lake City, Utah, placing 
sixth in the team competition and taking away an overall 
record of 26-12 on the year. Four Huskers earned six All-
America honors at the event, while three competitors 
qualified for individual event finals. Nebraska’s appearance 
at the NCAA Championships was its ninth in a row and 
18th overall. Parsons continued her dominance through 
her junior year, as she was named a first-team All-American 
on vault and floor exercise, bringing her career total to nine 
All-America awards. Woo earned first-team All-America 
honors on beam, giving her a career total of three All-
America nods. Zabawa was the third Husker to take first-
team All-America honors, being named to the vault team, 
and also earning a second-team spot on bars. In addition, 
Sniatynski garnered second-team All-America status on 
bars for the third consecutive year.

In 2008, Kendig led the Huskers to a third-place finish at 
the NCAA Southeast Regional in their 25th straight NCAA 
postseason appearance and a 13-9 overall record. Two 
Huskers earned three All-America honors and qualified for 
event finals at the NCAA Championships. Parsons captured 
a first-team nod on beam and second-team recognition in 
the all-around and Sniatynski also garnered first-team All-

America honors on bars. Additionally, Woo captured her 
first Big 12 title on beam.

In 2009, Kendig’s Husker squad made a third-place 
showing at the NCAA Southeast Regional in their 26th 
straight NCAA postseason appearance. Junior Kylie Stone 
tallied the second All-America award of her career at the 
NCAA Championships in Lincoln. Throughout the season, 
the Huskers saw strong performances from veteran leaders 
as well as a glimpse of a bright future with NU’s strong 
freshman class. As a result of the accomplishments of his 
team, Kendig was named the 2009 Big 12 Coach of the 
Year.

Nebraska gave a strong finish to the 2010 season at the 
NCAA Championships in Gainesville, Fla., placing seventh 
in the team competition and taking away an overall record 
of 23-8 on the year. Six Huskers earned seven All-America 
honors at the event, while two competitors (Lora Evenstad 
and Brittany Skinner) qualified for individual event finals. 
Nebraska’s appearance at the NCAA Championships was 
its 19th overall in program history.

Kendig and the Huskers posted another strong season 
in 2011, finishing with a 22-12 record overall. Kendig 
guided the Huskers to a fourth-place showing at the NCAA 
Championships, matching their best finish in school history. 
Nine Huskers earned 11 All-America honors at the event, 
while seven competitors (Erin Davis, Janelle Giblin, Jamie 
Schleppenbach, Maria Scaffidi, Emily Wong and Evenstad) 
qualified for individual event finals. In NU’s final season in 
the Big 12 Conference, Kendig was honored as the 2011 
Big 12 Coach of the Year, the seventh such accolade of his 
career. He also guided the Huskers to their ninth Big 12 
Championship - and the first since 2007.

Nebraska put together another outstanding season 
under Kendig’s leadership in 2012, posting a 24-7 record. 
The Huskers qualified for the NCAA Championships where 
the team notched an eighth-place finish. Three Huskers 
garnered a total of eight All-America honors, and all three 
All-Americans (Jessie DeZiel, Wong and Giblin) qualified 
for the individual event finals. Nebraska’s appearance at 
the NCAA Championships was its 21st overall in program 
history. In Nebraska’s first season of competition in the Big 
Ten Conference, Kendig guided the Big Red to the Big 
Ten Championship, while five Huskers earned All-Big Ten 
honors. In recognition of his work in the gym 
throughout the season, Kendig was named the 
2012 Big Ten Coach of the Year.

Kendig continued his impressive coaching 
career in 2013, as the Huskers captured another 
Big Ten Conference title and six All-America 
awards at the NCAA Championships, finishing 
with an overall record of 19-5. The Huskers 
qualified for NCAA postseason competition 
for the 29th time in program history, finishing 
third at the NCAA Morgantown Regional. The 
2013 squad posted three of the highest team 
scores in school history throughout the year 
while consistently being ranked as one of the 
nation’s top-10 squads.

Under Kendig’s coaching Nebraska earned 
its third consecutive conference title at the 
2013 Big Ten Championships where the 
Huskers posted their conference championship 
record score of 197.800. Emily Wong captured 
her second consecutive Big Ten all-around title, 
and the team hit an event high 49.725 score 
on the vault with four gymnasts tying for top 
honors. Nebraska sent three competitors to the 
2013 NCAA Championships in Wong, Jessie 
DeZiel and Brittany Skinner. Wong placed 
third overall in the all-around competition and 
10th on vault. Wong also took home four All-
American awards, while DeZiel pulled down 
two.

The 2014 season was an exciting one for 
Kendig and the Huskers, as Nebraska battled 
its way into the Super Six Finals for the 11th 
time in school history. NU finished the season 
with a 27-11 overall record and the Big Ten 
Conference regular season title. Four Huskers 
took home seven All-America honors at 
the NCAA Championships, as DeZiel came 
away with first-team honors on beam and 
second-team in the all-around. Blanske and 
Schleppenbach both added first-team honors 
on beam, while Schleppenbach finished third 
overall at the event finals. Wong tacked on 
three honors, finishing eighth on floor, 14th on 

KENDIG YEAR-BY-YEAR
Year School Regular Postseason Overall Pct.
1984 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 15-4  .789
1985 Indiana University of Pennsylvania  9-7 .563
1986 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 15-9 .625
1987 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 15-13 .536
1988 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 17-10 .630
1989 Indiana University of Pennsylvania  15-10 .600
1990 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 13-11 .542
1991 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 5-17 .228
1992 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 5-21 .193
Total Nine Years   109-102 .517

1993 Cornell   4-10-1 .409
Total One Year   4-10-1 .409

1994 Nebraska 14-5 3-3 17-8 .680
1995 Nebraska 19-4 6-5 25-9 .727
1996 Nebraska 19-3 6-5 25-8 .758
1997 Nebraska 22-2 6-9-1 28-11-1 .713
1998 Nebraska 14-4 2-4 16-8 .667
1999 Nebraska 19-2 7-8 26-10 .722
2000 Nebraska  25-5 11-4 36-9 .800
2001 Nebraska 18-1 8-6-1 26-7-1 .779
2002 Nebraska 14-2 9-6 23-8 .742
2003 Nebraska 20-1 12-3 32-4 .889
2004 Nebraska 9-5-1 6-4 15-9-1 .600
2005 Nebraska 11-5 10-8 21-13 .618
2006 Nebraska 14-5-1 12-6 26-11-1 .684
2007 Nebraska 16-4 10-8 26-12 .723
2008 Nebraska 10-4 3-5 13-9 .591
2009 Nebraska 11-4 5-3 16-7 .696
2010 Nebraska 15-3 8-5 23-8 .742
2011 Nebraska 9-7 13-5 22-12 .647
2012 Nebraska 12-2 12-5 24-7 .774
2013 Nebraska 12-2 7-3 19-5 .613
2014 Nebraska  13-2 8-9 27-11 .710
2015 Nebraska 15-1 13-8 28-9 .757
2016 Nebraska 23-4 8-8 31-12 .721
Total 23 Years 358-79-2 187-128-2 545-207-4 .721

Career 33 Years 471-191-3 187-128-2 658-319-5 .668

beam and fifth in the all-around competition.
Under Kendig’s leadership, Wong capped one of the 

most successful seasons by a Nebraska gymnast in school 
history. Through the regular season she captured 32 event 
titles, including 10 all-around crowns. Wong was the 
2014 AAI Award winner, an honor given annually to the 
nation’s top gymnast on the basis of athleticism, academic 
excellence and civic responsibility.

In 2015, NU compiled its best season winning 
percentage in four seasons with a 28-9 record. Nebraska 
earned its 17th NCAA Championships bid under Kendig, 
finishing the season with a 15-1 regular-season record, 
an eighth-place finish at the NCAA Championships and 
three All-Americans. Blanske earned first-team All-America 
honors on floor after earning a berth into the event finals, 
finishing 11th overall. Blanske also grabbed second-
team accolades in the all-around. DeZiel closed out her 
collegiate career with a bang, taking home first-team 
honors in the all-around with a sixth-place overall finish and 
a second-team award on vault. Ashley Lambert garnered 
her first career All-America accolades after a record-setting 
season, earning second-team honors on floor.

KENDIG’S HUSKER CONNECTION
Kendig’s ties to Husker gymnastics date back to 1981, 

when he served as an assistant under Judy Schalk for three 
seasons. In his first stint at Nebraska, the Huskers won two 
Big Eight titles and made NCAA appearances in 1982 and 
1983. The 1983 squad was one of only five NU squads in 
school history to win an NCAA regional.

In 1983, Kendig became the head coach at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, where he stayed until 1992. His 
teams captured NCAA Division II national titles in 1988 
and 1989, won six regional titles and produced 37 All-
Americans.

During the 1993 season, Kendig served as head 
coach at Cornell, where he coached three academic All-
Americans. Kendig, who earned a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education from Kentucky in 1979, then returned 
to his NU roots after the 1993 season. At that time, he also 
became an instructor at the Woodward Gymnastics Camp 
in Woodward, Pa. In his 25 years at Woodward, Kendig 
has advanced from an instructor to a program director to a 
master staff instructor.
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 Heather Brink enters her second season as Nebraska’s 
associate head coach and her sixth season as a member 
of the Husker coaching staff. An 11-time All-American 
at NU, Brink is the Huskers’ beam coach and assists with 
floor choreography and has numerous responsibilities 
including recruiting, travel accommodations and 
academics.
 She has not only helped develop one of the most 
talented beam squads in the nation during her tenure 
on Nebraska’s staff, but Brink has also demonstrated 
unprecedented leadership in and out of the gym. With 
over 30 years of gymnastics experience, Brink plays 
an important role in recruiting, program development 
and team building. Her dedication to the rich program 
tradition is unparalleled, as she looks to continue leading 
the Huskers to success in the years to come.
 In 2016, Brink’s first season as associate head coach, 
Nebraska finished eighth nationally with a record of 31-
12. The Huskers’ beam squad was among the strongest 
in the country, ranking in the top-10 for most of the 
season. Grace Williams captured eight beam titles on 
the season, including the Big Ten beam title. Brink also 
helped Hollie Blanske to first-team All-America honors 
on vault and second-team All-America honors on floor 
exercise and in the all-around.
 In 2015, Brink helped guide the Huskers to an eighth-
place national finish and a third-place finish at the Big 
Ten Championships. Nebraska’s beam lineup posted a 
season-high score of 49.475 at the B1G Five qualifier, 
while the Huskers captured six individual beam titles 
on the season. Brink was instrumental in helping to 
develop Blanske, Jessie DeZiel and Ashley Lambert into 
All-America performers in the 2015 season.
 Brink helped Nebraska’s beam lineup to a record-
breaking performance at the 2014 NCAA Championships, 
as the Huskers posted a 49.450 to secure their spot in 
the Super Six finals. In addition, Blanske, DeZiel, Jamie 
Schleppenbach and Emily Wong took home All-America 
honors on the event. NU collected nine event titles on 
beam including a Big Ten champion in Wong. 
 Brink contributed to Nebraska’s continued success 
in 2013 as the Huskers claimed 13 beam titles including 
the Big Ten Championship beam title with Wong and 
Jennifer Lauer posting 9.90 scores. Wong went on to 
claim second-team All-America accolades on the event. 
 In her first season as an assistant with the Huskers in 
2012, Brink helped coach Wong to first-team All-America 
honors on beam. Brink’s assistance with NU’s floor 
routines also guided DeZiel to first-team All-America 
honors and Wong to second-team honors on the event

BEFORE NEBRASKA 
 Brink, who competed for the Huskers from 1997 to 
2000, permanently etched her name in the Nebraska 
record books by winning two national titles at the 2000 
NCAA Championships in Boise, Idaho. Brink became 
the first Husker female to win an all-around national title 
and the second to win a vault national title in leading 
the Huskers to the Super Six Finals and a fourth-place 
national finish. Brink was selected as the Honda Award 
winner in 2000, representing the nation’s top female 
collegiate gymnast. Brink owns the third-highest uneven 
bars score in program history and the eighth-highest all-
around score. She became the first Husker gymnast to 
score a 10.0, and recorded three perfect scores during 
her senior season. She closed her collegiate career as 
one of the most decorated gymnasts in school history, 
earning two NCAA titles, 11 All-America awards, six 
regional titles and eight conference crowns. Brink was 
inducted into the University of Nebraska Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2016.

PERSONAL
 Prior to joining the Nebraska staff, Brink worked for 
Ameritas in Lincoln as a pension administration specialist. 
Brink is a 2001 graduate of Nebraska with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration and human resource 
management. Heather and her husband, Jon, have a two 
sons, Jaxon (10) and Hunter (5).

COACHING HISTORY
• Associate Head Coach, Nebraska (2015-present)
• Coach, Nebraska School of Gymnastics (2006-present)
• Assistant Coach, Nebraska (2011-2015)
• Coach, Arizona Sunrays Gymnastics (2001-2006) 
• Student Coach, Nebraska (2001) 

ALL-AMERICANS UNDER BRINK.
• Hollie Blanske (2014: BB; 2015: FX, AA; 
   2016: V, FX, AA)
• Jessie DeZiel (2012: V, FX, AA; 2013: BB, AA; 
   2014: BB, AA; 2015: V, AA)
• Janelle Giblin (2012: V, UB)
• Ashley Lambert (2015: FX)
• Jamie Schleppenbach (2014: BB)
• Emily Wong (2012: BB, FX, AA; 2013: V, BB, FX, AA; 
   2014: BB, FX, AA)

HEATHER BRINK
ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH | SIXTH SEASON | NEBRASKA (2001)
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DAN MILLER
ASSISTANT COACH | SIXTH SEASON.

Assistant coach Dan Miller enters his sixth season 
with the Nebraska women’s gymnastics program in 
2016-17. Miller coaches Nebraska’s vault and floor 
squads.

In 2016, Miller helped lead Nebraska to another 
NCAA Championships appearance, while guiding 
the vault and floor squads to unprecedented success. 
Miller helped guide Hollie Blanske to three All-America 
awards in 2016, including first-team honors on vault 
and second-team honors on floor exercise and in 
the all-around. Blanske also won the Big Ten vault 
championship under Miller’s watch, with a 9.975 routine 
that tied Nebraska’s conference championship record.

Miller guided the Husker vault and floor squads to 
new heights during the 2015 season, helping NU to an 
eighth-place national finish. Under Miller’s leadership, 
the Huskers set a program record on vault against Penn 
State with a whopping 49.750 score. In addition, an 
incredible seven members of NU’s deep vault team 
earned or tied career highs throughout the season. 
Ashley Lambert helped break vaulting records of her 
own after becoming the first gymnast in program 
history to earn perfect 10.0s on a single event in back-
to-back weeks.

Miller also provided key guidance in the postseason 
throughout 2015. Blanske earned first-team All-America 
honors on floor after earning a berth into the event finals, 
finishing 11th overall at the NCAA Championships. 
Blanske also grabbed second-team accolades in the 

all-around, the first of her career. Jessie DeZiel closed 
out her collegiate career with a bang, taking home first-
team honors in the all-around with a sixth-place overall 
finish and a second-team award on vault. Lambert 
garnered her first career All-America accolades after 
a record-setting season, earning second-team honors 
on floor. Thanks to Miller’s leadership, Nebraska spent 
most of the season among the top-10 on both vault and 
floor nationally.

Miller guided Nebraska’s vault and floor lineups to 
great success in 2014, aiding NU in compiling a 27-11 
overall record. Several Huskers posted career highs 
on vault and floor, continually setting the bar high all 
the way into postseason competition. DeZiel captured 
NACGC/W regular-season All-America honors, while 
Emily Wong collected her third consecutive All-America 
award at the NCAA Championships.

Miller helped Nebraska’s vault and floor lineups 
continue to dominate in 2013. At the Big Ten 
Championships, the Huskers posted four individual 
vault scores of 9.95 and a team high 49.725, which 
helped secure them the Big Ten conference title. 
Miller guided Brittany Skinner to her individual vault 
appearance at the NCAA Championships, while Wong 
and DeZiel earned All-America awards on their events.

During his first season at Nebraska in 2012, Miller 
guided DeZiel to first-team All-America honors on floor 
and second-team honors on vault. He also assisted in 
the development of Janelle Giblin, who earned first-
team honors on vault, and Wong, who earned second-
team honors on floor exercise. Under Miller’s tutelage, 
the Huskers garnered a total of 15 floor titles and 14 
vault titles throughout 2012.

BEFORE NEBRASKA 
Before arriving at Nebraska, Miller served as owner 

and head coach for 12 years at Arena Gymnastics in 
Joliet, Ill. While at Arena, he coached over 50 Level 10 
national qualifiers and 16 national team members. In 
addition, he guided six gymnasts to Level 10 all-around 
championships and qualified more than 20 gymnasts to 
Region 5 All-Star teams. With over 30 years of coaching 
experience, Miller saw more than 30 athletes receive 
full-ride scholarships.

In addition to his tenure at Arena, Miller served on 
the Region 5 Board and as the Region 5 Camp Director 
for over 10 years. He was honored six times as the 
Region 5 Junior Olympic Coach of the Year and was 
awarded the five-and 10-year service award from USA 

COACHING HISTORY
• Assistant Coach, Nebraska (2011-present)
• Head Coach, Arena Gymnastics (1999-2011)
• Coach, Cincinnati Gymnastics (1994-1997)

ALL-AMERICANS UNDER MILLER.
• Hollie Blanske (2014: BB; 2015: FX, AA; 
   2016: V, FX, AA)
• Jessie DeZiel (2012: V, FX, AA; 2013: BB, AA; 
   2014: BB, AA; 2015: V, AA)
• Janelle Giblin (2012: V, UB)
• Ashley Lambert (2015: FX)
• Jamie Schleppenbach (2014: BB)
• Emily Wong (2012: BB, FX, AA; 2013: V, BB, FX, AA; 
   2014: BB, FX, AA)

Gymnastics. Miller also served as a coach at Cincinnati 
Gymnastics for three years.

PERSONAL
Dan and his wife, Beth, have two sons: Brandon (14) 

and Kyle (12).
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Russell Warfield enters his third year as a 
volunteer assistant coach at Nebraska in 2016-17. 

Warfield assists with the Huskers’ floor 
choreography, tailoring each routine toward 
the specific athlete. NU is known nationally and 

throughout the Big Ten for its outgoing floor routines.
In 2016, Warfield helped lead the Huskers to another NCAA Championships 

appearance and a 31-12 overall record. He also helped guide Hollie Blanske, 
who was known for a powerful floor routine, to second-team All-America 
honors on floor exercise

In Warfield’s first season with NU, he helped coach Blanske to first-team 
All-America recognition on floor, while Ashley Lambert captured second-
team All-America honors on floor.

Warfield’s background includes coaching and a lifetime of beautiful 
choreography and performing at multiple levels. A former collegiate 
gymnast, he boasts experience in coaching gymnasts at various clubs, 
universities, camps and clinics across the country. Warfield spent many years 
as a volunteer assistant coach with the University of Georgia as well as a year 
with UCLA. He has taught at multiple training camps including Woodward, 
Flipfest and Junior Olympic national training camps. He has choreographed 
some of the nation’s best, including various J.O. national champions, 11 
floor champions, Olympic, World Championships and Pan American Games 
competitors. 

Warfield is a native of Middletown, Ohio, and attended Ball State 
University.

RUSSELL WARFIELD
WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS SUPPORT STAFF

Jake Jundt  enters his second season with the 
Nebraska women’s gymnastics program as the 
team’s student manager. He brings a wealth of 
gymnastics experience as a competitor to the 
Nebraska program.

A former gymnast, Jundt competed for nine years with USA Gymnastics in 
addition to six years with Pioneer Gymnastics Academy and three years with 
Nebraska School of Gymnastics. 

The son of Rob and Gloria Jundt, Jake hails from Lincoln, Neb. The Lincoln 
Pius X graduate has a brother, Derek, and a sister, Emily. He is majoring in 
mechanical engineering and is involved with the Formula SAE club.

JAKE JUNDT
STUDENT MANAGER
SECOND SEASON

Dan Ridenour joined the Nebraska Athletic 
Department as a strength and conditioning intern 
in July 2015, working primarily with women’s 
gymnastics, before being promoted to an assistant 

strength and conditioning coach in July 2016. In his current position, 
Ridenour serves as the strength coach for the women’s gymnastics team and 
the assistant strength coach for the track and field team. Ridenour is also 
the video coordinator for the entire strength and conditioning department.
 Before Nebraska, Ridenour spent time at St. John’s University in Jamaica, 
N.Y., from January 2015 to June 2015, as the graduate assistant for athletic 
performance, where he oversaw the strength and conditioning programs 
for women’s volleyball, men’s and women’s golf and fencing. Additionally, 
he assisted with the women’s soccer program.
 Ridenour spent three months in 2014 as an athletic performance intern 
at the University of Memphis assisting with the Tiger football team. Prior, 
Ridenour served as the director of athletic training and program development 
for Spark Athletic in Kuwait City, Kuwait for one year. Additionally, Ridenour 
was an intern at the University of Minnesota, assisting with all Olympic sports 
along with football.
 A native of Woodville, Ohio, Ridenour graduated with degrees in physical 
education and communication studies from Luther College in 2012. He was 
a running back on the Norse football team for three years and served on 
Luther’s Leadership Council for two years. Ridenour transferred to Luther 
after spending one year at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio.

DAN RIDENOUR
STRENGTH COACH
SECOND SEASON 
LUTHER COLLEGE (2012)

Tom Dufresne enters his 19th year as head 
women’s gymnastics physical therapist and athletic 
trainer in 2016-17, and serves as the athletic trainer 
responsible for women’s golf, bowling and rifle. 

Dufresne also assists in the coordination of rehabilitation for Nebraska’s 
Olympic sports, including men’s and women’s tennis, volleyball, men’s and 
women’s track and field and softball.
 A former head student athletic trainer at Nebraska, Dufresne joined the 
Husker athletic medicine staff as an assistant athletic trainer and physical 
therapist in 1997. He previously served as an assistant athletic trainer at 
UCLA for nine years before receiving his master’s degree in physical therapy 
in 1991 at Samuel Merritt College in Oakland, Calif.
 Originally from Ventura, Calif., Dufresne graduated from Nebraska in 
1980. His brother, Mark, was a letterman on the NU football team in 1976 
and 1977.
 Tom and his wife, Iffat, have been married for 31 years.

TOM DUFRESNE
ATHLETIC TRAINER
19TH SEASON 
NEBRASKA (1980)

Karin Fusco joined the Nebraska Athletic 
Department in January of 2009. She serves as the 
administrative assistant for women’s gymnastics, 
the men’s and women’s golf teams and the rifle 
program.

 Prior to joining the Husker staff, Fusco owned her own business, 
K&S Medical Transcription, while serving as the office manager for KRL 
Psychological Services.
 A Lincoln native, Fusco graduated from Southeast Community College 
with an associate’s degree in word processing and secretarial technology 
with a medical specialization. She has two sons, Gage and Avery.

KARIN FUSCO

VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT COACH
THIRD SEASON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
NINTH SEASON
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James Hajek is in his second season as the 
communications contact for the Nebraska women’s 
gymnastics and bowling programs. He joined the 
Nebraska Communications Office as a student-

assistant in August of 2015 after working as the associate director of 
broadcasting and media relations with the Los Angeles Dodgers rookie-
league affiliate Ogden Raptors in 2015. 

A native of Omaha, Neb., Hajek graduated from Weber State University 
in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. He was a center 
on the men’s basketball team at Weber State for five seasons from 2010 
to 2015 and participated in the 2014 NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball 
Tournament. He is pursuing a master’s degree in intercollegiate athletic 
administration at Nebraska.

JAMES HAJEK
COMMUNICATIONS CONTACT
SECOND SEASON 
WEBER STATE (2014)

As a registered dietitian and board certified 
specialist in sports dietetics, Lindsey Remmers 
joined the Nebraska Athletic Department as a 
full-time staff member in 2008 and serves as the 

director of sports nutrition.
 In her role, Remmers works to help integrate healthy choices and optimal 
fueling into daily training routines for all of Nebraska’s 24 varsity sports. 
She provides individual nutritional counseling that focuses on individual 
performance fueling strategies, hydration and proper supplementation, 
team nutrition education sessions, on-site and travel meal management, 
body composition analysis, and eating disorder prevention and counseling. 
Remmers also assists with the daily operations of the Training Table, 
administering the food labeling system and participating on the menu 
management team.
 Previously, Remmers served as a volunteer intern for the nutrition staff in 
2005, and was promoted to graduate assistant in 2006. She served as the 
associate director of sports nutrition for the Huskers from 2008 to 2011. 
Originally from Filley, Neb., she obtained her bachelor of science degree 
in human nutrition from Winthrop University in South Carolina, where she 
was also a member of the volleyball team. She helped Winthrop to a pair of 
conference championships as an athlete and another as a volunteer coach. 
 Remmers also serves on the Board of Directors for the Collegiate and 
Sports Dietitians Association. She earned her master’s degree in health 
and human sciences, specializing in exercise science from the University of 
Nebraska in 2008.

LINDSEY REMMERS
WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS SUPPORT STAFF

Sheri Hastings serves as an academic counselor 
at Nebraska. Hastings has been with the athletic 
department since August of 2006. She will serve as 
the academic counselor for women’s gymnastics, 

women’s basketball, rifle, bowling and soccer during the 2016-17 academic 
year.
  Before coming to Lincoln, Hastings served as a mathematics learning 
specialist for Student Support Services at UNL. Prior to that, she was a 
secondary mathematics teacher at Grand Island High School.
  A Grand Island native, Hastings earned her bachelor’s degree in secondary 
mathematics from UNL in 1987. Hastings continued her education at 
Nebraska and earned a master’s degree in educational psychology in 1995.
  Hastings and her husband, John, have three daughters, Megan, Kathryn 
and Abigail.

SHERI HASTINGS

Ashley Stone joined the Nebraska Athletic 
Department as a Life Skills Coordinator in May of 
2015. Stone came to athletics from the Nebraska 
Alumni Association where she served as the 

Assistant Director for Student & Alumni Engagement, managing the career 
development program and advising the 1,400+ member student alumni 
association.
 In the Life Skills department, Stone is responsible for coordinating the 
Post-Eligibility Opportunites Program and advising Inner Circle, an emerging 
leader group for second-year to fifth-year student-athletes. Additionally, 
Stone serves as the designated career counselor and assists with planning 
and communications for the N Club and various Life Skills and outreach 
events. Stone also serves as the Life Skills sport contact for football, wrestling, 
women’s gymnastics and softball.
 Stone earned her bachelor’s degree in integrated marketing 
communications with a minor in sport management from Wichita State 
University in 2010 and her master’s degree in educational administration 
with an emphasis in student affairs from the University of Nebraska in 2014. 

ASHLEY STONE
LIFE SKILLS COORDINATOR
SECOND SEASON 
WICHITA STATE (2010)

DIRECTOR OF SPORTS NUTRITION
EIGHTH SEASON 
WINTHROP (2005)

ACADEMIC COUNSELOR
11TH SEASON 
NEBRASKA (1987)
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In his 30th year serving Nebraska Athletics, 
Keith Zimmer leads Nebraska’s Life Skills unit 
within the department. He also serves as the 
sports administrator for the swimming and diving 

team, as well as the men’s and women’s golf programs. He also oversees all 
components of Nebraska’s Letterwinners N Club. Zimmer also supervises 
and directs the department’s diversity and inclusion initiatives for student-
athletes and staff within the Life Skills program. In addition, Zimmer works 
closely with the College of Business Administration coordinating efforts with 
the Masters in Intercollegiate Athletics Administration Program.

Zimmer, who started at Nebraska in 1987, carries 30 years of life skills and 
student services experience and provides support to all current Nebraska 
student-athletes in addition to providing life skills guidance to alumni 
student-athletes.

Components of the Husker Life Skills program include individual student-
athlete meetings, major life skills events, the Husker Life Seminar, community 
outreach, graduate school assistance and postgraduate scholarships. Life 
Skills annually coordinates an Involvement Fair, Student-Athlete Career Fair, 
Networking Night, the Senior Celebration, Night at the Lied recognition 
banquet, Diversity and Inclusion and Post-Eligibility Opportunities.

Zimmer, who worked in Nebraska’s Academic and Support Services 
area from 1987 to 2006, while pioneering Nebraska’s Life Skills program, is 
regarded as a national leader in the life skills area. He received one of the top 
honors in college athletics in September of 2006, when he was chosen for 
the Dr. Gene Hooks Award as the Life Skills Administrator of the Year. Zimmer 
has also served as an NCAA Life Skills trainer and is active with the National 
Consortium for Academics and Sport.

Zimmer oversees the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and remains 
active in the Ventures In Partnership program, where student-athletes are 
integrated into various outreach initiatives with Lincoln Public Schools. 
Zimmer also pioneered the annual “School is Cool” Jam, which reached 
more than 100,000 middle-level students in the 12-year existence of the 
event.

He is an honorary member of the Golden Key National Honor Society 
and Mortar Board and has received the Chancellor’s Award for Exemplary 
Service to Students.

Zimmer earned his bachelor’s degree at Wayne State College and his 
master’s in education from Springfield (Mass.) College. Zimmer and his wife, 
Michelle, have two sons, Logan and Caden.

KEITH ZIMMER
WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS SUPPORT STAFF

A member of the Nebraska Athletic Department 
since 1979, Pat Logsdon serves as Executive 
Associate Athletic Director for Administration and 
is a member of NU’s senior management team. She 

is Nebraska’s Senior Woman Administrator to the NCAA and the Big Ten 
Conference and serves on the Big Ten Sports Management Council.

Logsdon’s duties include oversight on all administrative issues and 
operational functions of the Athletic Director’s office. She also oversees 
the areas of Department Travel, including bowl and postseason travel, the 
Department’s Gender Equity Plan, equipment and serves as a liaison to 
adidas. 

In addition, Logsdon manages student-athlete end of season evaluations 
and exit interviews.  She also serves as the sport administrator for volleyball, 
beach volleyball, softball and men’s and women’s gymnastics.

Previously, Logsdon spent 23 seasons in football operations, including six 
seasons as NU’s director of football operations, the first female in Division I 
to serve in that capacity.  She handled organization of all recruiting functions, 
supervised compliance activities and coordinated all football administrative 
operations, including travel and practice operations.

Logsdon earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Nebraska.

PAT LOGSDON
EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE A.D./SWA
37TH YEAR
NEBRASKA (1989)

SENIOR ASSOCIATE A.D./LIFE SKILLS & N CLUB
30TH YEAR 
WAYNE STATE (NEB.) (1985)
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WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS SUPPORT STAFF
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Shawn Eichorst was recruited and hired by the University of 
Nebraska in 2012 and quickly displayed an incredible passion 
for the University and for its student-athletes as well as the 
State of Nebraska. As the leader of a tradition-rich athletic 
program with 24 intercollegiate teams, 600-plus student-
athletes and more than 325 full-time employees, Eichorst 
has relied on a strong value system and a student-centered 
approach to lead the department. Nebraska’s primary 
mission is to provide student-athletes with the resources and 
support they need to be successful in academics, athletics 
and life. The health, safety and welfare of student-athletes 
are priority one and the essence of every decision made at 
Nebraska. Since Eichorst arrived in Lincoln, resources and 
services in every student-athlete support unit have been 
reviewed, improved and enhanced, including academics, 
athletic medicine, life skills, nutrition, sports psychology, 
strength and conditioning and performance/research (i.e. 
Nebraska Athletic Performance Laboratory (NAPL) and the 
Center for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3)).

Eichorst has continued to move Nebraska forward 
aggressively with several new initiatives to enhance the 
student-athlete experience. Beginning in the summer of 
2015, Nebraska became the first athletic department in 
the country to offer laptop computers to every student-
athlete and created a data analytics department. Husker 
student-athletes in all sports now receive four-year, full cost 
of attendance-based scholarships. Nebraska was also the 
first-known department of athletics to create a post-eligibility 
opportunity (PEO) program, where every Husker letterwinner 
who graduates and has exhausted his or her eligibility has an 
opportunity to pursue either an internship, study abroad or 
graduate school program valued at $7,500. Nebraska was 
also one of the first institutions to create a spring service 
abroad trip, taking a team of student-athletes and staff to 
Guatemala in 2015 and to the Dominican Republic in 2016.

Eichorst is in high demand and has made more than 
500 public appearances around the state and country and 

NEBRASKA (2013-PRESENT)
 • Director of Athletics
MIAMI (FLA.) (2011-12)
 • Director of Athletics

WISCONSIN (2006-11)
 • Deputy Athletic Director (2009-11)
 • Executive Associate Athletic Director (2007-09)
 • Senior Associate Athletic Director (2006-07)

SOUTH CAROLINA (2004-06)
 • Senior Associate Athletic Director

WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER (1999-03)
 • Director of Athletics

his monthly radio show and “Connecting on Campus” 
online column provide opportunities to connect and share 
the incredible activities, initiatives and accomplishments 
happening at the greater University and in the department. 
As a member of the Chancellor’s Senior Administrative Team, 
Eichorst maintains a strong connection and collaboration 
between the University and athletics.

A highly respected national leader, Eichorst was 
appointed in 2015 to the Division I Football Oversight 
Committee. Most recently, Eichorst was named co-chair 
of the NCAA Division I Football Recruiting ad hoc working 
group. He also serves on the Big Ten Conference Program 
and Budget Review Committee. Eichorst was the first 
Director of Athletics from any conference to visit the 
Big Ten Conference-based Academic Alliance (formerly 
known as the Committee on Institutional Cooperation) at 
its Champaign, Ill., headquarters. The Big Ten Academic 
Alliance is a highly successful academic-based consortium 
of 15 schools, including all 14 in the Big Ten Conference. 
Nebraska is leading the Big Ten and the Big Ten Academic 
Alliance in several areas, including Digital Humanities and 
head injury research. 

Under Eichorst, Nebraska extended its nation-leading 
total of CoSIDA Academic All-Americans to 325 and its 
nation-leading total of NCAA Top Ten Award winners to 17. 
More than 700 awards were presented at the 26th Annual 
Student-Athlete Awards Show—A Night at the Lied. In 
2015-16, 109 student-athletes earned undergraduate or 
graduate degrees and the Big Ten Conference honored 
209 Husker student-athletes with academic All-Big Ten 
awards. For the first time in school history, all Nebraska 
teams had an NCAA Academic Progress Rate (APR) of 960 
or higher and the overall Graduation Success Rate (GSR) 
of 86 percent is the highest in program history. In addition, 
seven Husker teams (women’s basketball, golf, gymnastics, 
softball, tennis and volleyball and men’s tennis) had a GSR 
of 100 percent as reported in the fall of 2015.

During Eichorst’s tenure, Nebraska has won three NCAA 
team Championships, increasing its total to 27. In 2012-13 
and in 2014-15, the Nebraska women’s bowling team earned 
the program’s fourth and fifth NCAA titles, while the Husker 
volleyball team won the 2015 NCAA Championship, the 
program’s fourth national title. 

In 2016, the Husker men’s track and field team swept 
the Big Ten Indoor and Outdoor Championships and 14 
Nebraska teams competed in NCAA postseason action, 
including bowling, football, volleyball, women’s swimming 
and diving, wrestling, softball, baseball, men’s and women’s 
gymnastics, rifle, and men’s and women’s indoor and 
outdoor track and field. In 2015-16, Nebraska produced 
41 All-Americans who won 49 national awards, including 
21 first-team honorees.

In 2013-14, Nebraska became one of only two NCAA 
institutions – and the first Big Ten program in history – to 
qualify for a football bowl game, and advance to NCAA 
postseason in the major team sports of volleyball, soccer, 
men’s and women’s basketball, baseball and softball. 
Additionally, Nebraska was the only institution to win a 
postseason game in six of those seven sports.

Nebraska’s fan support continues to be unparalleled in 
college athletics. In 2015-16, top 15 national rankings for 
average attendance were reached across 10 sports—football, 
volleyball, men’s and women’s basketball, wrestling, soccer, 
softball, baseball and men’s and women’s gymnastics. 
Nebraska is the only school in the country to rank among 
the top 15 nationally in both football and men’s basketball 
attendance and in volleyball and women’s basketball. A 
tribute to loyal Husker fans, two sports lead the nation 
with consecutive home sellout streaks. Football had 347 
consecutive sellouts and volleyball had 204 consecutive 
regular-season sellouts at the start of the 2016-17 season.

Under Eichorst’s leadership, Nebraska continues to focus 
on improving its facilities and the game-day experience at 
all athletic venues. In August of 2015, Hibner Stadium and 
Barbara Hibner Field for soccer and the Sid and Hazel Dillon 
Tennis Center were completed. A new center-hung video 
board and sound system was installed in the Devaney Center 
in 2015 to improve the game-day experience for volleyball, 
wrestling and men’s and women’s gymnastics. In 2014, the 
largest wireless network system at a college football stadium 
in history was installed in Memorial Stadium, along with 
a state-of-the-art sound system. In the summer of 2013, 

Memorial Stadium expansion added the innovative NAPL 
inside East Stadium next to the Center for Brain, Biology 
and Behavior (CB3). That same year, Nebraska’s men’s and 
women’s basketball teams became the primary tenants at 
Pinnacle Bank Arena, and the renovated Devaney Center 
became the home for Husker volleyball, wrestling and the 
men’s and women’s gymnastics programs. 

Eichorst came to Nebraska after serving as Director of 
Athletics at Miami in 2011 and 2012. He hired legendary 
men’s basketball coach Jim Larrañaga, who led Miami to 
the NIT Second Round in his first season and ACC regular-
season and tournament titles as well as the NCAA Sweet 
16 in his second. The women’s basketball program posted 
its highest national ranking in school history (No. 5) and 
advanced to the Second Round of the NCAA Tournament. 
The Miami women’s tennis team advanced to the NCAA 
Elite Eight for the fourth straight season, and the baseball 
team made its 40th consecutive NCAA appearance. The 
Hurricane women’s soccer team posted its first NCAA 
Tournament win in school history, and the volleyball team 
made its third straight NCAA Tournament trip.

Before heading to Miami, Eichorst was the Deputy Athletics 
Director at Wisconsin. He was the Chief Operating Officer 
and oversaw the department’s daily operations, as well as 
the men’s basketball program under the direction of Director 
of Athletics and former Husker Barry Alvarez. 

From 2004 to 2006, Eichorst served as the Senior Associate 
Athletics Director for Administration at South Carolina, 
overseeing the department’s daily operations, as well as the 
football and baseball programs under legendary coaches 
Lou Holtz, Steve Spurrier and Ray Tanner, respectively. 

From 1999 to 2003, Eichorst served as the Director of 
Athletics at Wisconsin-Whitewater, which produced four top 
10-percent finishes in the NACDA Directors Cup, one NCAA 
team title and two NCAA runner-up finishes. The program 
also featured 11 CoSIDA Academic All-America selections.

A native of Lone Rock, Wis., Eichorst was an all-conference 
defensive back, three-time letterwinner and 1990 football 
team captain for the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
He graduated magna cum laude in business from 
UW-Whitewater in 1990 and in 2015 was awarded the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for Professional Achievement. 
He earned a law degree from Marquette Law School in 1995, 
practiced law in Milwaukee until 1999 and is a past member 
of the State Bar of Wisconsin Board of Governors. He served 
as an assistant adjunct professor of law at Marquette, where 
he taught classes in sports law. He serves on the Marquette 
University National Sports Law Institute Board of Advisors 
and in 2006, Marquette awarded Eichorst the Sports Law 
Alumnus of the Year Award. He is also a graduate of the 
Sports Management Institute and serves on its Executive 
Committee.

Shawn and his wife Kristin have three sons: Jack, Joseph 
and Bennett.

SHAWN EICHORST
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS | FOURTH YEAR | WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER (1990).

 • Education: B.B.A., Wisconsin-Whitewater (1990);
    Juris Doctorate, Marquette (1995)
 • Family: Kristin (wife); Jack, Joseph and Bennett (children)

The Eichorst Family (from left): Jack, Joseph, Bennett, 
Kristin and Shawn

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE.

PERSONAL
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DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS
One Memorial Stadium
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(800) 755-2565
(402) 472-4224

DIRECTORY
The area code for all numbers listed below is (402)
Main Athletic Department .......................................... 472-4224;  
..............................................................................800-755-2565
Academics ................................................................... 472-2042
Administration ............................................................. 472-3011
Athletic Development ................... 472-3111; 1-800-8-BIG-RED
Athletic Medicine & Training ....................................... 472-2276
Baseball ....................................................................... 472-2269
Basketball, Men's ........................................................ 472-2265
Basketball, Women's ................................................... 472-6462
Bowling ........................................................................ 472-0404
Business & Finance ...................................................... 472-2273
Cheer Squads & Mascots ...........................472-0846; 472-4662
Communications .......................................................... 472-2263
Community Relations .................................................. 472-7771
Compliance ................................................................. 472-2042
Computing Services .................................................... 472-2368
Concessions ................................................472-4886; 472-9432
Digital Communications/Huskers.com ........................ 472-0342
Equipment ................................................................... 472-2274
Events .......................................................................... 472-1000
Facilities ....................................................................... 472-1000
Football ....................................................................... 472-3116

Golf, Men's .................................................................. 472-6472
Golf, Women's ............................................................. 472-1415
Gymnastics, Men's ....................................................... 472-6476
Gymnastics, Women's ................................................. 472-3808
Husker Team Shop ...................................................... 904-5700
HuskerVision ................................................................ 472-4645
Licensing ...................................................................... 472-7693
Life Skills ...................................................................... 472-4616
Lost & Found ............................................................... 472-1003
Marketing .................................................................... 472-0775
Rifle .............................................................................. 472-6167
Shipping & Receiving .................................................. 472-1163
Soccer .......................................................................... 472-0456
Softball ........................................................................ 472-8801
Strength & Conditioning ............................................. 472-3333
Tennis, Men's .............................................................. 472-6464
Tennis, Women's ......................................................... 472-6473
Ticketing & Engagement ...................472-3111; 800-8-BIG-RED
Track & Field ............................................................... 472-6461
Volleyball ..................................................................... 472-2399
Wrestling ..................................................................... 472-6470

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 
is to serve our student-athletes, coaches, staff and fans by:

» Displaying INTEGRITY in every decision and action
» Building and maintaining TRUST with others
» Giving RESPECT to each person we encounter
» Pursuing unity of purpose through TEAMWORK
» Maintaining LOYALTY to student-athletes, co-workers, fans 

and the University of Nebraska

NEBRASKA ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION

Chris Anderson
Associate A.D./

Community, 
Governmental & 

Charitable Relations

Chris Brasfield 
Associate A.D./
Student-Athlete 
Recruitment and 

Experience

John Jentz
Executive Associate A.D./

Chief Financial Officer

Pat Logsdon
Executive Associate A.D./

Administration & SWA

David Witty
Senior Associate A.D./

Marketing & 
Communications

Bob Burton
Senior Associate A.D./

Facilities & Capital 
Planning

Diane Mendenhall
Senior Associate A.D./

Ticketing, Premium 
Seating & Strategic 

Engagement

Jamie Vaughn
Senior Associate A.D./

Compliance

Marc Boehm
Executive Associate A.D./
Development, Ticketing 

& Events

Steve Waterfield
Executive Associate A.D./
Performance & Strategic 

Research

Keith Zimmer
Senior Associate A.D./

Life Skills & N Club

Dennis Leblanc
Executive Associate A.D./

Academics
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On Jan. 12, 2015, the Board of Regents appointed 
lifelong educator Hank M. Bounds, Ph.D., as the 
seventh president of the University of Nebraska. 
Bounds began his tenure as president on April 13, 

2015, bringing with him a demonstrated record of expanding opportunities for 
students, improving higher education outcomes and efficiencies, and building 
successful partnerships with policymakers, donors and business leaders.

Bounds grew up on a small farm in rural Mississippi, where his family raised hogs 
and cattle and he hauled hay. His service in the Army National Guard helped him 
pay for college, and he earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University 
of Southern Mississippi and a doctorate from the University of Mississippi. 

Bounds has devoted his 25-year career to helping change students’ lives in 
the same way education opened doors in his own life. He began as a high school 
teacher, then rose to principal, superintendent and state superintendent before 
becoming Mississippi’s commissioner of higher education in 2009. In that role, 
he oversaw a complex system of eight public universities including research 
universities, regional universities, an academic health science center, historically 
black institutions, a law center, a school of veterinary medicine and 200 institutes 
and centers. Together the system enrolled 85,000 students, employed 26,000 
faculty and staff, and operated with a combined annual budget of $4.5 billion, 
including $500 million in research and development.

During every year of Bounds’ tenure as commissioner, student enrollment 
and degrees awarded by the institutions in the Mississippi system increased, 
by a total of 13.3 percent and 11.4 percent, respectively. He advocated with 
legislative leadership for improved faculty compensation and providing greater 
opportunities for students. He also provided oversight for private fundraising in 
excess of $250 million per year.

Bounds worked with the Board of Trustees to implement a performance-based 
allocation model that distributed funds equitably and rewarded universities 
for operating efficiently and achieving attainment outcomes. He designed an 
efficiencies plan that saved more than $90 million, an internal audit function, 
and a comprehensive diversity initiative that led to increased diversity among 
Mississippi faculty, staff and students.

Bounds also worked with partners to increase educational attainment in 
Mississippi, including a Center for Education Innovation focused on improving 
learning opportunities for disadvantaged children. Bounds created an office 
to foster relationships among university researchers, business and industry, 
and economic developers. He was tapped by the business community to chair 
a major statewide initiative to create an action plan to improve Mississippi’s 
competitive position.

Bounds brings this experience to the University of Nebraska, which he believes 
can serve as a catalyst for change and growth in the lives of students and people in 
the state and around the world. He is working to make the University of Nebraska 
a giant in higher education—for the benefit of the state, the country and the world.

Bounds holds faculty appointments in the College of Education and Human 
Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and in the Colleges of Education at 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the University of Nebraska at Kearney. 
He and his wife, Susie, are the parents of a son, Will, and a daughter, Caroline. 
They reside in Lincoln, Nebraska.

The Board of Regents consists of eight voting 
members elected by district for six-year terms, and 
four non-voting student Regents, one from each 
campus, who serve during their tenure as student 
body president. The board supervises the general 
operations of the university, and the control and 
direction of all expenditures. The board also includes 
a corporation secretary who manages all records 
including agendas, minutes, notices, policies and 
bylaws. Those documents can be found on the web 
at nebraska.edu/board/.

The board meets regularly, primarily in Lincoln but also in Omaha and greater 
Nebraska. Persons wishing to provide information to the board or to appear 
before it should contact: Corporation Secretary, University of Nebraska, Varner 
Hall, 3835 Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 68583.

Timothy Clare
Lincoln

Hal Daub
Omaha

Howard Hawks
Omaha

Bob Phares
North Platte

Jim Pillen
Columbus

Robert Schafer
Beatrice

Kent Schroeder, J.D.
Kearney

Bob Whitehouse
Omaha

Rachel Flaugh
Nebraska-Kearney

Spencer Hartman
Nebraska-Lincoln

Daniel Cloonan
Nebraska-Medical Center

Patrick Davlin
Nebraska-Omaha

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA BOARD OF REGENTS

HANK M. BOUNDS, PH.D.
UNIV. OF NEBRASKA PRESIDENT  
SECOND YEAR
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI (1991)
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NEBRASKA’S CHANCELLORS.

1871-1876  —  Allen R. Benton 
1876-1882  —  Edmund B. Farfield 
1884-1889  —  Irvin J. Manatt
1891-1895  —  James H. Canfield 
1895-1899  —  George E. MacLean 
1900-1908 — E. Benjamin Andrews
1908-1927 — Samuel Avery
1927-1938 — E.A. Burnett
1938-1946 — Chauncey S. Boucher
1947-1953 — R.G. Gustavson
1953-1954 — John K. Selleck
1954-1968 — Clifford Hardin
1968-1971 — Joseph Soshnik
1972-1975 — James H. Zumberge
1975-1976 — Adam C. Breckenridge
1976-1980 — Roy A. Young
1980-1981 — Robert H. Rutford
1981-1991 — Martin A. Massengale
1991-1991 — Jack Goebel
1991-1995 — Graham B. Spanier
1995-1996 — Joan R. Leitzel*
1996-2000 — James Moeser
2000-2001 — Harvey S. Perlman*
2001-2016 — Harvey S. Perlman
2016-present — Ronnie Green
* Interim Chancellor

NEBRASKA’S FACULTY REPS.

1931-1946  —  T.J. Thompson 
1947-1958  —  Earl Fullbrook
1959-1964  —  Charles S. Miller
1965-1968  —  Merk Hobson
1969-1970  —  John R. Davis
1971-1982  —  Keith L. Broman
1982-1997  —  James O’Hanlon
1997-present  — Josephine Potuto

Ronnie Green assumed full authority as the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln’s 20th chancellor on May 8, 2016.

Prior to being named chancellor, Green served for 
six years as the Harlan Vice Chancellor 
of the Institute of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. In this role, he also 
jointly served as the Vice President 
for Agriculture and Natural Resources 
of the University of Nebraska system. 
Since 2015, Green also was UNL’s 
Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs, the institution’s chief academic 
officer and responsible authority in the 
absence of the chancellor.

Green was raised on a mixed 
beef, dairy, and cropping farm in 
southwestern Virginia. He received 
bachelor and master’s degrees in 
animal science from Virginia Tech and 
Colorado State University, respectively. 
His doctoral program was completed 
jointly at the University of Nebraska 
and the USDA-ARS U.S. Meat Animal 
Research Center in animal breeding 
and genetics in 1988.

Green has served on the animal 
science faculties of Texas Tech 
University and Colorado State 
University, and as the national program 

leader for animal production research for the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service 
and executive secretary of the White House’s interagency working group on animal 
genomics within the National Science and Technology Council where he was one 
of the principal leaders in the international bovine, porcine, and ovine genome 
sequencing projects. Prior to returning to NU, Green served as senior global 
director of technical services for Pfizer Animal Health’s animal genomics business.

Green has published 130 refereed publications and abstracts, nine book 
chapters and 56 invited symposia papers; and has delivered invited presentations 
in 43 U.S. states and 21 countries around the world. He is a past-president of 
both the American Society of Animal Science and the National Block and Bridle 
Club, and has served in a number of leadership positions for the U.S. Beef 
Improvement Federation, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Pork 
Board, Federated Animal Science Societies and the National Research Council. 
He was named a fellow of ASAS in 2014 and, in 2015, a fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the world’s largest general scientific 
society.

Ronnie and best friend Jane are the proud parents of four children: Justin, a 
UNL political science student and political journalist in Washington, D.C.; Nate, a 
UNL business administration graduate and current UNL law student; Kelli, a UNL 
student majoring in advertising, public relations and global studies; and Regan, 
a UNL student majoring in pre-inclusive early childhood education.

RONNIE GREEN
CHANCELLOR
FIRST YEAR 
VIRGINIA TECH (1983)

Josephine (Jo) R. Potuto, the Richard H. Larson 
Professor of Constitutional Law, has been Nebraska’s 
faculty athletics representative (FAR) at the NCAA and 

conference level since May 15, 1997.
In 2002, Potuto was named Outstanding 

Faculty Athletics Representative by the 
All-American Football Foundation. From 
2008-09 to 2011-12 she was president of 
the 1A FAR (FARs from FBS institutions). 
Among her NCAA positions, Potuto spent 
nine years (the maximum) on the NCAA 
Division I Committee on Infractions (chair 
her last two years).  She was one of three 
Big 12 Conference representatives on 

the NCAA Division I Management Council, and served on the NCAA Men’s 
Gymnastics Championship Committee and an NCAA-wide (all divisions) 
committee to advise NCAA staff on student-athlete issues and educational 
programming for coaches, staff, and student-athletes.

A sports law expert, Potuto regularly lectures and consults on sports issues in 
general and NCAA processes in particular. She is an expert witness in litigation 
involving sports issues. She testified before the House Subcommittee on the 
Constitution regarding due process in NCAA infractions hearings. 

In recent years, she has appeared in media reports in the New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Washington Post, CBSSports.com, the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, and Insider Higher Ed among others. She has presented 
to the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics, the National Association 
of College and University Attorneys, the Association of Public and Land Grant 
Universities, the Texas Commission of Higher Education, NCAA regional 
conferences, law conferences and law firms, NACDA, and to universities and law 
colleges, including the Universities of Istanbul, Washington, Maryland, Oklahoma, 
Santa Clara, Arizona State, Baltimore, and Mississippi. 

Potuto is a past adviser to the Uniform Law Commissioners Committee to 
draft a sports agent statute, has drafted rules governing search and seizure and 
hearings for the Nebraska Racing Commission, and also has written on issues of 
gender equity in college athletics. She has authored numerous articles on sports 
law issues. She just completed articles on NCAA treatment of student-athlete 
violations and on NCAA and Olympic treatment of athlete violations (co-authored 
with an Olympic arbitrator). 

Potuto delivered the 2012 Chancellor’s Distinguished Lecture. She serves on 
the senate’s intercollegiate athletics committee. She is a past member of the 
UNL academic senate and also served on Nebraska’s NCAA site certification 
steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedure, federal jurisdiction, and sports 
law. She has been a visiting professor of law at the University of Arizona, Rutgers 
University, the Cardozo College of Law at New York’s Yeshiva University, the 
University of Oregon, the University of North Carolina, and Seton Hall University. 
She has worked as an assistant prosecutor in both the Essex and Morris County 
(N.J.) prosecutor’s offices.

Potuto was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law Commissioners 
Sentencing and Corrections Act, as well as the drafter for the Nebraska Supreme 
Court Committee to Draft Criminal Jury Instructions. She is the author of three 
books. She was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, the 
Nebraska State Bar Foundation, and the Douglass Society.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ Douglass 
College, and her master’s degree in English literature at Seton Hall. She earned 
her juris doctorate at the Rutgers Law College.

She is a member of the bars of Nebraska and New Jersey and is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts for Nebraska and New Jersey.

JOSEPHINE POTUTO, J.D.
FACULTY ATHLETICS REPRESENTATIVE
19TH YEAR 
RUTGERS’ DOUGLASS (1967)




