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later that weekend to face No. 37 Wisconsin. 
Nebraska battled to the finish but lost 4-3 to the 
Badgers. The loss to Wisconsin marked the first 
of eight consecutive matches for the Huskers 
against top 75 opponents.

The following weekend, the Huskers suffered 
a similar fate at No. 33 Penn State, dropping a 
hard-fought 4-3 decision to the Nittany Lions.

Setbacks to top-15 opponents Ohio State, 
Northwestern and Illinois followed, before 
Nebraska suffered another 4-3 defeat to No. 49 
Drake at the Dillon Tennis Center on April 13.

A narrow, 4-2 setback to No. 70 Indiana closed 
a seven-match losing streak for the Huskers, 
before they rebounded with an impressive 
4-2 win over No. 59 Purdue on Senior Day in 
Lincoln on April 15.

A 4-2 road win at Michigan State on April 22 
was good enough to secure Nebraska’s place 
in the Big Ten Tournament, before a loss at 
Michigan ended the regular season on April 24.

Nebraska avenged its regular-season loss to 
Wisconsin by beating the No. 57 Badgers, 4-2, 
in the first round of the Big Ten Tournament on 
April 28. The Huskers closed the year with their 
second loss to No. 4 Ohio State on April 29. 

Although the Husker seniors did not advance 
to the NCAA Tournament, they did achieve a 
final No. 66 national ranking by notching their 
fourth win of the season over a ranked foe with 
the Big Ten Tournament victory over Wisconsin.

The Husker seniors also capped strong 
careers on the court and in the classroom. 

An accomplished five-member senior class 
led the Nebraska men’s tennis team in its 
continued climb up the Big Ten Conference 
ladder and the national rankings in 2015-16.

The Huskers, who were led by Coach Kerry 
McDermott in his 35th season at the helm of 
the Nebraska program, finished with a 14-
13 overall record and a 4-7 Big Ten mark. A 
strong showing to close the year at the Big Ten 
Tournament also propelled the Huskers to a 
final No. 66 ITA ranking.

“We improved a ton during the year as a 
team, even though we lost some really close 
4-3 matches to ranked teams throughout the 
year,” McDermott said. “Many teams would 
have given up, but our team held strong, and 
in the end we got better and ended up winning 
four conference matches. We finished in the 
ITA national rankings, which was one of our 
team goals to start the year.”

The Huskers, who were led by three-time 
All-Big Ten selection Dusty Boyer, enjoyed an 
exciting first season at the Sid and Hazel Dillon 
Tennis Center on the Nebraska campus.

The Big Red officially christened their new 
home with a pair of dual wins on Jan. 23, rolling 
to a 6-1 win over Omaha, before sweeping 
North Dakota, 7-0, later that same day.

The next weekend, the Huskers welcomed 
the first of 17 ranked foes to the Dillon Tennis 
Center, falling to No. 52 Denver (Jan. 29), before 
losing to No. 46 Oregon (Jan. 31).

After a 6-1 pounding of UMKC at the Dillon 
Tennis Center on Feb. 7 to complete a five-
match season-opening home stand, the 
Huskers traveled to No. 67 Wichita State (Feb. 
12), suffering the first of four narrow 4-3 losses 
to ranked foes on the year. 

Nebraska bounced back quickly with a 6-1 
win over New Mexico State in Wichita the 
following day, before returning home to sweep 
Creighton, 7-0 on Feb. 27.

The Huskers suffered a 4-1 home loss to No. 
65 Cornell on March 5 to slip to 5-4 overall with 
all four losses to top 75 foes.

With a third of their spring season behind 
them, the Huskers opened the season’s next 
chapter with a six-match winning streak. The 
impressive stretch began with a road sweep at 
Omaha (March 5), before opening Big Ten play 
with a 4-3 win at No. 47 Iowa (March 11).

The Big Red notched their second straight win 
over a ranked foe with a 4-2 victory over No. 61 
Lamar at the Dillon Tennis Center on March 15, 
before closing a three-match home stand with 
sweeps of Northern Colorado and Southwest 
Baptist on March 19.

Nebraska capped its six-match winning streak 
with an impressive 5-2 win at Minnesota to 
improve to 2-0 in the Big Ten on March 25. The 
win over the Golden Gophers also moved NU’s 
record to 11-4 on the season.

The Huskers, who achieved their first national 
ranking of the year at No. 71 before beating 
the Gophers in Minneapolis, returned home 
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Nebraska’s 2016 senior class of (from left) Marc Herrmann, Dusty Boyer, Andrew Dzulynsky, Scott Elsass 
and Bradford Zitsch led the Huskers to a 14-13 overall record and a No. 66 ITA final ranking. All five seniors 
earned academic All-Big Ten honors to help the Huskers claim Nebraska’s 2016 Herman Team GPA Award.

Dusty Boyer earned his third All-Big Ten award 
on the court while also claiming his third 
straight academic All-Big Ten honor. He closed 
his career tied for fourth in school history with 
89 singles victories, including a top-10 season 
total with 24 in 2016. 

He also paired with his younger brother, 
Toby, to earn the doubles title at the Big Ten 
Individual Championships in the fall of 2015. 
The Boyers went 16-3 in spring doubles action 
including 6-3 as one of the Big Ten’s best duos. 
Toby added 21 singles victories to cap an 
outstanding freshman season to help lay the 
foundation for the future of the Huskers.

Senior Marc Herrmann added 19 singles 
wins and 13 doubles victories to cap a strong 
career. He was also a three-time academic All-
Big Ten choice. Another three-time academic 
All-Big Ten selection, senior Andrew Dzulynsky 
finished with 17 singles wins and 13 doubles 
victories as a senior.

Senior Scott Elsass added a third academic 
All-Big Ten award, while fellow senior Bradford 
Zitsch earned his second academic All-Big 
Ten honor. Elsass and Zitsch both claimed 
prestigious ITA All-Academic honors as well in 
2016, along with junior Chris Schindler. 

The strong leadership on and off the court 
helped the Huskers capture Nebraska’s Herman 
Team GPA Award for the seventh time in history. 
The Huskers’ 3.418 team GPA led all Nebraska 
men’s teams and gave the tennis team its first 
Herman Award since 2008.


