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Although he’s just a sophomore, Toby Boyer enters the 2017 season as Nebraska’s most experienced player.  
Last season, Boyer was a doubles champion and a singles runner-up at the Big Ten Individual Championships.

The Nebraska men’s tennis team enters the 
2017 season with a young and hungry group of 
Huskers hoping to continue their climb back to 
the NCAA Tournament.

Head Coach Kerry McDermott, who is closing 
in on 400 career victories at Nebraska, led the 
Huskers to an exciting opening season at the 
new Sid and Hazel Dillon Tennis Center in 2016.

The Dillon Center provides the Huskers with 
six outstanding indoor courts along with 12 
well-lit championship-caliber outdoor courts 
on Nebraska’s Innovation Campus. 

Last season, the Huskers produced eight 
victories at their new home on their way to 
a 14-13 overall record and a No. 66 ITA final 
national ranking.

The 2017 Huskers will feature a drastically 
different look in the lineup from a year ago, 
following the graduation of three-time All-Big 
Ten singles player Dusty Boyer. Fellow seniors 
Marc Herrmann, Andrew Dzulynsky, Scott 
Elsass, Chris Schindler and Bradford Zitsch also 
matriculated through the Husker program.

Although the Huskers will be young from 
top to bottom in their lineup, McDermott sees 
plenty of promise in his young team. 

“We are going to be a very young team with 
not much experience, but that doesn’t keep us 
from competing at a high level and wanting to 
work hard each and every day to get better,” 
McDermott said. “We think we have the ability 
to finish higher than last year. We think we can 
be ranked in the top 45 nationally at the end of 
the year, and we think we can make the NCAA 
Tournament.”

Toby Boyer is expected to be a leader among 
the young Huskers. The sophomore from Ham 
Lake, Minn., finished with a 21-11 singles 
record, primarily at the No. 3 and 4 spots, as a 
true freshman. He also teamed with his older 
brother, Dusty, for a 16-3 mark as Nebraska’s 
top doubles tandem.

Toby Boyer, who won the Big Ten Doubles 
Championship alongside his brother in the fall 
of 2015, was also the Big Ten Singles Runner-Up 
at the Individual Championships.

With a strong summer and fall of training and 
competition, Boyer hopes to provide strong 
play near the top of the Husker lineups.

Another second-year Husker, sophomore 
Tomislav Antoljak, could also find a spot high in 
the Husker lineup.

Antoljak posted an 11-11 record as a 
freshman in the spring of 2016, including three 
Big Ten victories. He also went 4-2 in doubles 
play alongside three different 2016 Husker 
seniors. He could be a contender to join Boyer 
atop Nebraska’s doubles lineup after playing 
alongside each other at the ITA Central Regional 
Championship. However, Antoljak also teamed 
with freshman Chris Dean at the Big Ten 
Individual Championships. Antoljak’s versatility 
could give McDermott options to adjust both 
his singles and doubles lineups throughout the 
season.

Redshirt sophomore Rok Krizaj could also 
make a difference in the Husker lineup, 
although he did not play during the fall of 2016. 
Krizaj did get off to a strong start academically 
for the Huskers, posting a perfect 4.0 GPA in the 
spring of 2016.

Although he is one of four newcomers on the 
eight-player Husker roster, redshirt sophomore 
Jon Meyer could make a major impact for 
Nebraska in 2017. The Lincoln Southwest High 
School graduate competed as a true freshman 
at Wichita State in 2015, before redshirting 
for the Shockers last season. Meyer went 4-0 
in singles action as a freshman. During the fall 
of 2016, Meyers competed alongside freshman 
Chris Dean in doubles play at the ITA Central 
Regional Championship.

Redshirt freshman Micah Klousia built 
strength while honing his skills last season. 
During the fall of 2016, Klousia recorded singles 
and doubles victories at the Big Ten Individual 
Championships. He also competed in the 
ITA Regional Championship in doubles and 
singles. He teamed with true freshman David 
Samardzija in doubles play throughout the fall. 

Dean, a freshman from Papillion, was the 
2014 Nebraska Class A Singles Champion, after 
earning runner-up honors in 2013. 

“Chris is going to be a very good college 
player and already has shown the coaches that 
his style of play and competitiveness will bring 

good things to our program in the near future,” 
McDermott said. “He is the type of kid that 
after you watch him play you realize that he 
can do so much more and will only get better.”

Dean competed at the ITA All-American, 
ITA Central Region and the Big Ten Individual 
Championships during the fall and produced 
several solid performances.

Canadian Dylan Bednarczyk is another 
youngster who produced some solid results 
during a busy fall. The freshman from 
Woodbridge, Ontario, led the Huskers with 
a trio of victories at the Big Ten Individual 
Championships.  

Bednarczyk, who chose Nebraska over 
several other Big Ten Conference programs 
including Illinois, Michigan State and Ohio 
State, could make an immediate impression in 
the Husker lineup.

“Dylan was a highly recruited player for us, 
and we are looking for him to come in and 
make an impact in our program,” McDermott 
said. “He will need time to adjust to college 
life, studying, and the day-to-day grind of 
college practices and conditioning to reach his 
potential. He has lots of experience as a junior 
competing all over the world.”

David Samardzija rounds out a strong 
freshman class. The Croatian provides a strong, 
physical presence on the court. His athleticism 
makes him a threat to contribute immediately.
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2017 NEBRASKA TENNIS ROSTER
Name Height Weight Year Hometown (Previous/High School)
Tomislav Antoljak 5-8 150 So. Zagreb, Croatia (Gimnazija Birotehnika)
Dylan Bednarczyk 6-1 165 Fr. Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada (Niagara Academy of Sports)   
Toby Boyer 6-0 165 So. Ham Lake, Minn. (Forest Lake)
Chris Dean 5-11 177 Fr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista South)
Micah Klousia 6-0 150 RFr. Springfield, Mo. (Glendale)
Rok Krizaj 6-0 165 So. Idriza, Slovenia (University of Ljubljana/Bezigrad)
Jon Meyer 6-4 173 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Wichita State/Lincoln Southwest)
David Samardzija 6-1 170 Fr. Zagreb, Croatia (Sesvete)
Head Coach: Kerry McDermott (Nebraska, 1980)
Associate Head Coach: Fungai Tongoona (Nebraska, 2003)
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Nikola Andjelic (Nebraska, 2016)

The 2017 Nebraska Men’s Tennis Team - Back Row (from left): Associate Head Coach Fungai Tongoona, 
Volunteer Assitant Coach Nikola Andjelic, Dylan Bednarczyk, Jon Meyer, Chris Schindler, David Samardzija;  
Front Row (from left): Toby Boyer, Rok Krizaj, Tomislav Antoljak, Chris Dean, Micah Klousia.

“David is a freshman from Zagreb, Croatia 
who we feel can make an impact in our 
program right away, but also will need some 
time to adjust to college life and the grind of 
day-to-day practices, study table and being on 
a team,” McDermott said. “He has a very good 
work ethic and his style of play will benefit us in 
both singles and doubles.”

Traditionally, Nebraska has played a rigorous 
non-conference schedule to prepare for the 
highly ranked teams in the Big Ten, and that 
tradition will continue in the spring of 2017.

After opening the season at the Dillon Tennis 
Center against Omaha on Jan. 21, the Huskers 
will compete in one of the nation’s most 
prestigious events - the ITA Kickoff Weekend.

“The ITA Kickoff Weekend includes the 
top 64 teams in the country, so we will get a 
chance right from the start to play Wake Forest 
(Jan. 27) who will be a top 10 team and give 
ourselves a chance to see where we are at in 
the beginning of the spring.”

After playing a second match at the ITA 
Kickoff against either Auburn or Georgia State, 
the Huskers continue road action at Oregon 
(Feb. 10) before playing Fresno State in Eugene 
(Feb. 11). 

Nebraska closes a six-match road swing at 
Utah (Feb. 17) before also playing New Mexico 
in Salt Lake City (Feb. 19).

The Big Red will spend most of the next 
month at the Dillon Tennis Center, beginning 
with a home match against UMKC (Feb. 25). The 
Husker home stand includes Creighton (March 
2), the Big Ten opener with Iowa (March 10), 
Toledo (March 17) and Wichita State (March 
17). 

After a quick trip to Drake (March 22), the 
Huskers return home to take on Minnesota 
(March 24).

Following a road trip to Wisconsin (March 
26), the Huskers complete a stretch of eight 
home matches in 10 competitions by hosting 
Penn State (March 31) and Ohio State (April 2).

Four consecutive road matches at 
Northwestern (April 7), Illinois (April 9), Indiana 
(April 14) and Purdue (April 16), will set up 
Nebraska’s final home weekend at the Dillon 
Tennis Center against Michigan State (April 21) 
and Michigan (April 23) before heading to the 
Big Ten Championships in West Lafayette, Ind. 
(April 27-30).

In all, nine of Nebraska’s regular-season Big 
Ten foes closed 2016 in the final ITA top 75. 

“We are very determined that we can and 
will improve as the year goes along, and our 
main focus will be about getting better each 
and every day,” McDermott said. “We will work 
on the day-to-day things that will make us a 
better team. Our priorities will be team work, 
hard work and determination. We will keep 
focused at practice each day, and make sure we 
take care of little things that add up to making 
our team reach its potential at the end of the 
year.”

2017 HUSKERS BY CLASS
Sophomores (5) ................... Tomisalv Antoljak, 
..................... Toby Boyer, Rok Krizaj, Jon Meyer
Redshirt Freshman ..................... Micah Klousia
Freshmen (3) ........................David Samardzija, 
...........................Dylan Bednarczyk, Chris Dean

2017 HUSKER HOMES                               
Minnesota (1) ..................................Toby Boyer 
Missouri (1) ................................ Micah Klousia
Nebraska (2)  ................ Chris Dean, Jon Meyer
Canada (1) ............................ Dylan Bednarczyk
Croatia (2) ............................. Tomislav Antoljak
............................................. David Samaradzija  
Slovenia (1) ........................................Rok Krizaj

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Nikola Andjelic ............... Nick-O-luh Ann-JELL-ic
Tomislav Antoljak ... TOM-ih-slov Ann-TOLL-jack
Dylan Bednarczyk .............Dy-lan Bed-nar-chick
Rok Krizaj ....................................ROCK KRIH-zoj
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2017 SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Time
Jan. 21 Omaha Noon
Jan. 27-28 ITA Kickoff Weekend (Winston-Salem, N.C.)
Jan. 27 at Wake Forest 6 p.m.
Jan. 28 at Auburn or Georgia State 1 or 4 p.m.
Feb. 10 at Oregon 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 vs. Fresno State (Eugene, Ore.) 5 p.m.
Feb. 17 at Utah 6 p.m.
Feb. 19 vs. New Mexico (Salt Lake City) 3 p.m.
Feb. 25 UMKC 2 p.m.
March 2 Creighton 4 p.m.
March 10 Iowa* 4 p.m.
March 17 Toledo 4 p.m.
March 18 Wichita State 1 p.m.
March 22 at Drake 6 p.m.
March 24 Minnesota* 4 p.m.
March 26 at Wisconsin* Noon
March 31 Penn State* 7 p.m.
April 2 Ohio State* Noon
April 7 at Northwestern* 6 p.m.
April 9 at Illinois* Noon
April 14 at Indiana* 3 p.m.
April 16 at Purdue* 11 a.m.
April 21 Michigan State* 4 p.m.
April 23 Michigan* Noon
April 27-30 at Big Ten Championships TBA
 (West Lafayette, Ind.)
Home Matches in Bold; *-Big Ten Conference Matches
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