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SINGLES DOUBLES 

2016-17: OUTLOOK
Tomislav Antoljak returns as one of Nebraska’s 

most experienced players in 2017, despite 
being a true sophomore in the Husker lineup.

As a freshman in 2015-16, Antoljak produced 
an 11-14 singles mark on the season, including 
an 11-11 record during the spring. He added 
a 6-3 doubles record during the 2015-16 
campaign.

With a year of experience under his belt, 
the Croatian is expected to play in the heart of 
Nebraska’s singles lineup.

“Tomislav gained a lot of valuable experience 
for us playing in the lineup last year, mainly in 
the No. 5 and 6 spots,” Nebraska Coach Kerry 
McDermott said. “He is still developing both as 
a player and a student. He plays an aggressive 
style that suits his personality but has realized 
that he needs to be patient with his game and 
wait for opportunities.”

2015-16: FRESHMAN
Antoljak produced an 11-14 overall record as 

a freshman, including an 11-11 mark during the 
spring. He went 3-6 in singles action against Big 
Ten competition.

On the doubles court, Antoljak notched a 6-3 
record on the season that included a 4-2 mark 
in the spring. He teamed with 2016 Husker 
seniors Chris Schindler, Marc Herrmann and 
Bradford Zitsch at the No. 2 and No. 3 doubles 
positions. Antoljak was 0-1 in Big Ten doubles 
action.

In the classroom, Antoljak earned a spot on 
the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the 
spring of 2016.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Antoljak comes from Croatia where he was 

ranked as high as No. 4 in the 18 and under 
division. He was No. 16 in men’s tennis rankings. 

Antoljak elected to attend college in the 
United States and chose Nebraska over several 
other Big Ten schools, including Wisconsin and 
Purdue. 

PERSONAL
The son of Vedran and Irena Antoljak, Tomislav 

was born on Nov. 11, 1996 in Croatia. Tomislav 
has one younger brother, Marko, 14. Tomislav 
is majoring in finance and earned a spot on 
the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the 
spring of 2016.

Year  Spring  Big Ten Fall  Total
2015-16    11-11 3-6 0-3 11-14
Totals 11-11 3-6 0-3 11-14

Year  Spring  Big Ten Fall  Total
2015-16    4-2 0-1 2-1 6-3
Totals 4-2 0-1 2-1 6-3

TOMISLAV ANTOLJAK
Sophomore   Zagreb, Croatia (Gimnazija Birotehnika)

HONORS & AWARDS
- Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
  (Spring 2016)
- No. 4 U18 Ranking in Croatia
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SINGLES DOUBLES 

2016-17: OUTLOOK
Arguably the most experienced Husker 

although he’s just a sophomore, Toby Boyer 
will be counted on to compete near the top of 
Nebraska’s singles and doubles lineups in 2017.

The talented competitor from Ham Lake, 
Minn., earned 21 singles wins and added 21 
more in doubles play as a true freshman in 
2015-16. 

Perhaps his top accomplishment was 
capturing a doubles title alongside his three-
time All-Big Ten brother, Dusty, at the Big Ten 
Individual Championships in the fall of 2015. 
Toby then added a runner-up finish in singles at 
the Big Ten Individual Championships just days 
later.

“Toby is a top player who will make an impact 
on our team as a sophomore,” Nebraska Coach 
Kerry McDermott said. “He is a very determined 
and hard-working player who is willing to go 
the extra mile to improve and commit to our 
program. We are very happy to have Toby on 

the team and to continue to lead by example. 
He won a ton of matches for us and is a clutch 
player who thrives under pressure, and we look 
for Toby to continue to improve and make big 
strides in our program.” 

2015-16: FRESHMAN
Boyer concluded his freshman season with a 

15-8 singles record, playing primarily out of the 
No. 3 position. He battled to a 2-7 mark in Big 
Ten play.  

Boyer played in Nebraska’s top doubles pair 
alongside his older brother, Dusty. The duo 
went 21-4 overall, including 16-3 in the spring. 
They posted a solid 6-3 Big Ten mark. 

The Boyer brothers had a successful run at 
the Big Ten Individual Championships in the fall 
of 2015, winning the doubles title. Toby also 
reached the final of the singles championship, 
finishing second. 

In the classroom, Boyer earned a spot on the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the fall 
of 2015.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Boyer graduated from Forest Lake High 

School. In 2015 Boyer was the AA Minnesota 
high school state champion in singles and 
ranked No. 35 nationally. 

PERSONAL
The son of David and Gina Boyer, Toby 

was born on June 6, 1996. Toby has an older 
brother, Dusty, who was a three-time All-Big 
Ten selection as a four-year letterwinner on the 
Nebraska men’s tennis team. Dusty graduated 
from Nebraska in May of 2016. Toby is majoring 
in business administration and earned a spot 
on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in 
the fall of 2015. 

Year  Spring  Big Ten Fall  Total
2015-16    15-8 2-7 6-3 21-11
Totals 15-8 2-7 6-3 21-11

Year  Spring  Big Ten Fall  Total
2015-16    16-3 6-3 5-1 21-4
Totals 16-3 6-3 5-1 21-4

TOBY BOYER
Sophomore   Ham Lake, Minnesota (Forest Lake)

HONORS & AWARDS
- Big Ten Doubles Champion 
  (Individual Championships, Fall 2015)
- Big Ten Singles Runner-Up
  (Individual Championships, Fall 2015)
- Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
  (Fall 2015)

 SIX ITA FINAL TOP 75 RANKINGS SINCE 2009
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2016-17: OUTLOOK
Micah Klousia could contend for a spot in the 

Nebraska lineup as a redshirt freshman in the 
spring of 2017. 

One of the top players in the Missouri Valley 
region as a junior player, Klousia is still growing 
his game at Nebraska after a successful career 
at Glendale High School in Springfield, Mo.

With some fall play under his belt, Klousia’s 
skills and confidence have grown heading into 
his first competitive season on the court for 
the Huskers. 

“Micah redshirted last year in order to 
get stronger and adapt to college life, and 
we feel we have already seen a significant 
improvement from last year,” Nebraska Coach 
Kerry McDermott said. “He played some 
tournaments this past summer that helped 
him get some good match play and develop a 
competitive drive, which he will need to help 
this team as we head into our dual matches 
this spring.”

McDermott said with continued hard work, 
Klousia could play a significant role for the 
Huskers in 2017 and beyond. 

“Micah is just starting to reach his potential, 
but he will need to continue to push himself 
and believe in himself. We feel good things will 
happen for him and the team in the future.”

2015-16: REDSHIRT 
Klousia redshirted in his first season at 

Nebraska. On the court, he worked to improve 
his skill while building strength and endurance. 

In the classroom, Klousia earned a spot on the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the 
spring of 2016. 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Klousia was a two-time state finalist and 

consistently ranked No. 1 and No. 2 among 
each age group in the Missouri Valley region.

Klousia attended Glendale High School in 

MICAH KLOUSIA
Sophomore   Springfield, Missouri (Glendale)

HONORS & AWARDS
- Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
  (Spring 2016)

Springfield, Mo., where he graduated as an 
honor student.

PERSONAL
The son of James and Elizabeth Klousia, 

Micah was born on May 27, 1997. Micah 
is majoring in marketing in the college of 
business administration and earned a spot on 
the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the 
spring of 2016.
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2016-17: OUTLOOK
Redshirt sophomore Rok Krizaj could make 

a major impact in Nebraska’s lineup in both 
singles and doubles play in 2017.

Krizaj transferred to Nebraska prior to the 
spring semester of 2016, but did not compete 
while redshirting. He spent time at the 
University of Ljubljana in his home country of 
Slovenia before joining the Huskers.

“Rok is also a redshirt who will be eligible this 
year starting in January of 2017 to play for the 
team,” Nebraska Coach Kerry McDermott said. 
“He is a very hard-working guy who continues 
to develop in our program. We expect Rok to 
push for a starting spot in the lineup. Hopefully 
he can contribute to our doubles lineup with his 
aggressive serve and good sense of the doubles 
court.”

2015-16: REDSHIRT
Krizaj joined the Nebraska men’s tennis 

program prior to the start of the spring 
semester. He redshirted in his first season with 
the Huskers.

He enjoyed a strong start academically, 
posting a perfect 4.0 grade-point average in the 
spring of 2016 to earn a spot on the Nebraska 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Krizaj came to Nebraska from the University 

of Ljubljana. In Slovenia, Krizaj was a two-time 

national champion in the 16 and under category 
in singles and doubles action. He added a 
Slovenian national title in singles as an 18 and 
under competitor. Krizaj was also a two-time 
national doubles champion in the U18 division. 

He was named the Best Young Player in 
Slovenia in 2013. Krizaj said he chose to come 
to Nebraska because of the outstanding athletic 
and academic programs. 

ROK KRIZAJ
Sophomore   Idrija, Slovenia (University of Ljubljana)

HONORS & AWARDS
- Slovenian U18 Singles Champion
- Two-Time Slovenian U16 Champion
  (Singles and Doubles)
- Best Young Player in Slovenia (2013)
- Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
  (Spring 2016)

 SIX ITA FINAL TOP 75 RANKINGS SINCE 2009

PERSONAL
The son of Igor and Tjasa Krizaj, Rok was born 

on Jan. 28, 1996, in Sempeter Pri Gorici. Rok 
has a younger sister, Julija, 19. He is majoring 
in management in the college of business 
administration and earned a spot on the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the 
spring of 2016 after posting a perfect 4.0 grade-
point average in his first semester.
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JON MEYER
Redshirt Sophomore  Lincoln, Nebraska (Wichita State/Lincoln Southwest)

2016-17: OUTLOOK
As a sophomore transfer, Jon Meyer is 

expected to bring college game experience and 
determination to the team this season.  

Although he is in his first season at Nebraska, 
Meyer will be one of Nebraska’s most 
experienced players in 2017, after competing 
for nationally ranked Wichita State as a 
freshman in 2014-15.

Meyer, a 2014 graduate of Lincoln Southwest 
High School, sat out the 2015-16 season as a 
redshirt for the Shockers before transferring to 
Nebraska prior to the 2016-17 season.

His collegiate experience could help him 
contend for a lineup spot for the Huskers this 
spring.

“Jon is a transfer from Wichita State who 
has three years of eligibility to compete for 
our team,” Coach Kerry McDermott said. “Jon 
is a very hard worker who continues to show 
improvement at practice and just needs more 
match play to improve.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Meyer appeared in four duals as a freshman 

for nationally ranked Wichita State in 2014-
15, posting a perfect 4-0 singles record. He 
redshirted as a sophomore at Wichita State in 
2015-16. 

Meyer graduated from Lincoln Southwest 
High School in 2014. 

In 2013, Meyer played No. 1 singles and 
helped Lincoln Southwest to its first state 
championship. He produced a 27-6 singles 
record his senior year. He also earned all-
conference honors at No. 1 singles in 2013.

PERSONAL
The son of Rick and Lisa Meyer, Jon was born 

in Lincoln on Oct. 4, 1995. He has one older 
sister Abby, 27. Meyer is majoring in marketing.
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DYLAN BEDNARCZYK
Freshman   Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada (Niagara Academy of Sports)

2016-17: OUTLOOK
Dylan Bednarczyk joins the Nebraska men’s 

tennis program as a highly sought-after recruit, 
expected to add a high level of talent and 
determination to the team.

 SIX ITA FINAL TOP 75 RANKINGS SINCE 2009

One of the top young players in Canada, 
Bednarczyk could make an instant impact in 
the Husker lineup in the spring of 2017.

“Dylan was a highly recruited player for us, 
and we are looking for him to come in and make 
an impact in our program,” Nebraska Coach 
Kerry McDermott said. “He will need time to 
adjust to college life, studying, and the day-to-
day grind of college practices and conditioning 
to reach his potential.”

McDermott said Bednarczyk has excellent 
potential but was hindered a bit during the 
summer of 2016.

“Dylan has lots of experience as a junior 
competing all over the world but lacked 
match play this past summer, which has kept 
him playing catch-up right now. We hope he 
continues to work hard and keep improving 
on a day-to-day and week-to-week basis in our 
program.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Bednarczyk attended the Niagara Academy 

of Sports, a specialized school for University-
bound students. 

The school focused on high performance 
sports training and a personalized academic 
approach.

PERSONAL
The son of Marian and Dorota Bednarczyk, 

Dylan was born on Sept. 7, 1998 in London, 
Ontario, Canada. Dylan has one older brother 
Daniel, 22. Dylan is double majoring in finance 
and economics. 

He chose Nebraska over Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Auburn, Illinois, Michigan State and 
Ohio State. He said he chose Nebraska because 
of the Huskers’ rich tradition in athletics and 
discipline in academics.



14 2016-17 NEBRASKA MEN'S TENNIS

 SEASON PREVIEW  .  COACHES   . ADMINISTRATION  .   2016-17 HUSKERS  .  REVIEW  .  HISTORY  .  THIS IS NEBRASKA

CHRIS DEAN
to study habits, nutrition and overall dedication 
to school and tennis.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Dean graduated from Papillion South High 

School in Papillion, Nebraska. Chris was the 
runner up for Class A singles in 2013 and in 
2014 was the Class A singles champion under 
his tennis coach Joseph Cooley. Chris was also 
the team captain in 2014 and was a first-team 
all-state selection. 

PERSONAL
The son of Chris and Linda Dean, Chris was 

born Sept. 7, 1998 in Omaha. Chris has one 
younger sister Bianca, 16. Chris is majoring in 
criminology and criminal justice at Nebraska.

Freshman       Papillion, Nebraska (Papillion-LaVista South)

2016-17: OUTLOOK
Chris Dean joins the Nebraska men’s tennis 

team after competing as one of the state’s top 
players throughout his high school career in the 
Omaha metro area.

Dean was the 2014 Class A state singles 
champion at Papillion-LaVista South and brings 
a high level of athleticism and competitiveness 
to the court each day. 

“Chris is going to be a very good college 
player and already has shown the coaches that 
his style of play and competitiveness will bring 
good things to our program in the near future,” 
Nebraska Coach Kerry McDermott said. “He is 
the type of kid that after you watch him play 
you realize that he can do so much more and 
will only get better.”

McDermott said it may take time for Dean 
to adjust to collegiate tennis, but Dean’s work 
ethic could make him a contender for a lineup 
spot as a freshman.

“I feel that with Chris being on a team with 
others of his ability or better will bring out the 
best in his game,” McDermott said. “He will 
need to continue to work hard and also learn to 
adjust to college life with making adjustments 
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DAVID SAMARDZIJA

2016-17: OUTLOOK
David Samardzija is expected to make an 

instant impact on the Nebraska men’s tennis 
team in both singles and doubles as a freshman 
for the Huskers in 2017.

One of the most talented and athletic young 
players in Croatia, Samardzija joins fellow 
Croatian Tomislav Antoljak on this season’s 
Husker roster.

“David is a freshman from Zagreb, Croatia 
who we feel can make an impact in our 
program right away,” Nebraska Coach Kerry 
McDermott said. “We do think he will need 
some time to adjust to college life and the 
grind of day-to-day practices, study table and 
being on a team, but he has a very good work 
ethic. His style of play will benefit us in both 
singles and doubles, but he still needs to learn 
to be patient with his game and develop points 
if he wants to improve.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Samardzija competed as a member of the 

TK Ponikve club team under the direction of 
Coach Igor Saric. 

PERSONAL
The son of Ilija and Zorica Samardzija, David 

was born in Zagreb, Croatia on April 14, 1997. 
He has one brother, Jakov, 15. David is majoring 
in psychology at Nebraska. 

David said he chose Nebraska because of the 
outstanding facilities and the people.

Freshman   Zagreb, Croatia (Sesvete)


