
Nebraska vs. Wisconsin (Oct. 7, 2017)

Wisconsin Player Quotes
Sophomore Wide Receiver Quintez Cephus
On the momentum swing after his big play following an interception for a touchdown: 
“It was tied up, it was time for our offense to come out and have a good drive. We were lucky to put a good drive together and finish it at the 
end."

On becoming an increasingly productive part of the offense: 
“Just starting at practice, going out there, trying to be good every day in practice. Just work on my craft and get better every day. Just try to build 
a connection with [sophomore quarterback Alex Hornibrook]. When we come out here it’s like second nature to us.”

On what it was like to quiet the crowd: 
“It was fun, that’s what we wanted to do. We knew it was going to be a great environment.”

Senior Linebacker Garret Dooley
On the affect the setting had on the team’s confidence level: 
“It’s a big confidence booster coming into a notoriously unbelievable stadium. Obviously their fans are unbelievable here and extremely loud. 
Hats off to our offense for being able to run the ball when they aren’t getting the crowd pumped up, that kind of stuff. They faced a lot of adversity 
and they were able to overcome that.”
 
On the overall defensive performance: 
“Defense did a heck of a job, obviously there’s some things that we have to clean up. We shot ourselves in the foot a couple of times, but that’s 
something we can fix, come tomorrow and get ready for next weekend.” 

On the defensive struggles to control the game at times: 
“I just think there’s been a couple times where we weren’t on the same page communication-wise, and I think that’s just something where we 
know we have to clean it up. It’s more self-inflicted things than anything, and I think we just kind of all realize that if we go out there and play our 
own game then we are going to be one of the top defenses in the nation. That’s what we’re shooting for and that’s what we were able to do in the 
second half is shut their offense down and get our offense the ball.” 

On the meaning of the win and taking the lead in the West Division:
“It’s big. They were 2-0 in Big Ten play, obviously they were in first place and to just come in and to have a great environment like this and be 
able to handle them and get that win, it’s huge. Obviously god-forbid we have a loss, we do have the tiebreaker with Nebraska. We just have to 
keep taking it week-by-week so we can achieve our goal at the end of the season.” 

On the physical nature of Wisconsin’s play on both sides of the ball: 
“We take great pride in being able to stop the run and our offense takes great pride in being able to run the ball. Obviously they were able 
to do that this game, having I don’t know, 350 yards rushing. It’s unbelievable. We obviously let up a little bit more rushing yards than we’re 
accustomed to, and that’s just kind of something that we have to fix. I think that’s just something where we’re going to get better at it in the 
future.”

Freshman Running Back Jonathan Taylor
On big run in second half
"The run was pretty big, the momentum was shifted, we knew we didn't want to end the half with a momentum shifter towards the other team. So 
I talked to the linemen, talked about the run fit on the play coming up, and we knew it was there and it was a great execution." 

On taking off after block during big run
"We always talk about that, that's one thing we always work on in practice, that 1-on-1 battle. We only can block so many guys and after that it's 
the one man that you need to beat. That's one thing that Coach John Settle harps on a lot at practice, you know, winning that 1-on-1 battle." 

On stats piling up early in his career
"Definitely surprising, but the guys give me so much confidence. The O-line, the receivers, they always give me so much confidence knowing 
that they have my back. All I know is I have to do my job and trust that those guys will do theirs, that's one thing that Coach Paul Chryst talks 
about a lot, trust the man next to you, and that's how everything comes together." 

On what plays the first down can set up
"You're always looking to make a play, like I said, just talking with the linemen, seeing where the run fits and where it doesn't. We kind of pride 
ourselves on being the smart offense, the running back groups, I kind of wanted to be that guy that gets us this far."

On atmosphere of Memorial Stadium
"The atmosphere was everything they said it was going to be. It was crazy loud, it was one of the best environments I've played in since I've 
been at Camp Randall."

On silencing the crowd at Memorial Stadium
"It was a real good feeling. Me and the wide receiver A.J. Taylor, that's one thing we talked about before we came out, is there's no better feeling 
than silencing such a loud and electrifying crowd." 



On the run game after the pick six
"The offense got together, we pride ourselves on being the more physical group on the field, and we said you know, this is the drive and we have to 
go in there and display that." 

On personal speed during the big run
"That's one thing that Coach John Settle talks about a lot, do whatever it takes to win that 1-on-1 battle. When you know you got that 1-on-1 coming 
on, you do anything that you have to to get past it, whether its try to hit them at the gear, or make them miss, so that's one thing we work on a lot." 

On importance of timing of big run
"I think it was very important, like I said, we kind of didn't want to end off with the momentum shifted towards their way, so I think it was pretty big, 
especially for our fans that were there, to let them know that we were still in this and still here to play."
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