
We g Nebraska vs. Northwestern (Nov. 4, 2017)

Northwestern Head Coach Pat Fitzgerald Postgame Quotes
Opening Statement
“Another great team win for us. As we got prepared for Nebraska, we could see that they were improving, especially Tanner (Lee) 
since the start of the season. The way that they played last week, we knew we were going to have our hands full here not only 
with the way they are playing but also while we were playing in this crowd. I think our guys showed a lot of resiliency. We faced a 
lot of adversity, some out of our control. But our guys kept on battling and made a lot of big plays down the stretch. Obviously like 
I just told our guys, I mean they picked me up. We made a mistake at the end of the first half, not taking a timeout. I didn’t want 
that to be the reason why we weren’t successful here today. That played into the fourth down decision at the end of overtime. I 
wasn’t going to make the same mistake twice. I credit the guys for that no doubt. Mike Riley is a good friend and a great coach. The 
Cornhuskers have a great football coach here, with Mike and his staff. To see how they are handling the outside noise and to take 
this talented team and get better and improve. From one coach to another, I tip my hat to Mike and his staff because I think he is 
doing one heck of a job. Like I told him after the game, I have so much respect for him. Love him dearly, we have been AFCA board 
members now for a number of years together and to listen to his moral compass when it comes to our game, to student-athletes, 
is second to none. I tip my hat to him and the young men for the quality battle. But we found a way to get it done, and we will take 
it and move forward.”

What he saw out of Clayton Thorson
“I saw a young man become the all-time leading quarterback in program history. I saw a young man with a lot of resilience and a lot 
of character. Not a perfect game from his throwing standpoint, but I like what Mick did after the pick. He came and said Fitz I want 
to throw and get that going. I said lets go, and he comes out and makes two really good throws in a row. And that just speaks to his 
character and the way he was raised, from a great family. He is a true competitor, that’s why I wanted to give him the opportunity 
to go into the game during overtime. He works his tail off and a guy that is just a winner. I am very thankful for him.”

On overtime
“I think our guys have some confidence in tight games.  To see now the way we responded, to see the look in their eye when it was 
overtime, we are going to win this game. The way our offense went down and made a great drive together. I thought Mick called a 
really great overtime. There were some things there, we talked with the offensive staff, there were a couple concepts we wanted 
to try in overtime. Again, just going back and forth on the headset talking, to both sides of the ball, Hank and the other staff had a 
great plan going into overtime. Anticipating what we would say. But the credit goes to our guys, they executed. They went out and 
got it done, I am very thankful for that effort from them.”

On what clicked for the offense
“I think just execution. It  looked like we splashed off a couple of blocks. We created some short gains in the run gain. We would 
get 6, 7 chunks on them. So credit Nebraska on that obviously. We lost a little bit of momentum, it is going to happen on the road. 
This is one of the cathedrals of college football. This is one of the best of the best you play in. There is an unbelievable fan base. 
We lost momentum a little bit. Godwin’s pick flipped it right around. Not sure who hit the quarterback on this one, and that was 
probably what caused the pick. We blew up a bubble screen so we expected we are going to get the fake bubble and go and that 
is what they threw.”

On the running game
“We have been trying to run the ball here for the first month. You guys can see the difference between a healthy Justin (Jackson) 
and Justin in the first month. It is night and day. To see a senior with the personal expectations he has on himself. To want to carry 
our football team and not have that success he had early because of injury.  To see how tough, mentally tough and physically tough 
he is, and to battle through that and overcome. It is amazing to see that and it is also his leadership. He is a complete football 
player. Incredibly thankful and blessed to be his coach.”


